
International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)  

DOI: 10.48047/intjecse/V10I2.68 ISSN: 1308-5581 Vol 10, Issue 02 2018 
 
 

 553  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS: POLICIES AND IMPACTS 
 

Krishna Kumar Sahu 

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Arts and Huminites, ISBM University, Gariyaband,  

Chhattisgarh, India.  

Corresponding Author: krishna.kumar.sahu@isbmuniversity.ac.in 

 

 

Abstract: Environmental politics encompasses the complex interplay between political systems and 

environmental challenges. This paper examines the theoretical frameworks, major policies and 

agreements, impacts, challenges in implementation, case studies, and future directions of 

environmental policies. Drawing on recent literature (2012-2017), the study highlights political, 

technological, and economic hurdles in policy implementation and analyzes successful case studies 

like Germany's Energiewende and challenges in Brazil's deforestation policies. Future directions 

include innovations in environmental policy and recommendations for sustainability. By exploring 

these facets, this paper underscores the critical role of environmental politics in shaping global 

sustainability efforts. 
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I. Introduction 

A. Background and Significance 

The background of environmental politics encompasses a wide array of interdisciplinary research. 

According to Smith (2015), the evolution of environmental policies has been shaped by global 

awareness and scientific advancements. Furthermore, Jones et al. (2013) argue that the significance of 

these policies lies in their potential to mitigate climate change and preserve biodiversity. These 

perspectives underscore the importance of understanding the historical context and current relevance 

of environmental policies. 

 

II. Theoretical Framework of Environmental Politics 

A. Definition and Scope 

Environmental politics can be defined as the study of the interplay between political systems and 

environmental issues (Smith, 2015). Its scope includes policies, regulations, and international 

agreements aimed at addressing environmental challenges on a global scale. 

B. Key Concepts and Theories 

Key concepts such as sustainability, environmental justice, and ecological modernization (Jones et al., 

2013) are integral to understanding environmental politics. Theories like the tragedy of the commons 

and the environmental Kuznets curve provide frameworks for analyzing environmental policy 

effectiveness (Brown, 2012). 

 

III. Major Environmental Policies and Agreements 

A. International Agreements (e.g., Paris Agreement, Kyoto Protocol) 

The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, aims to limit global warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius 

above pre-industrial levels (UNFCCC, 2015). The Kyoto Protocol (UNFCCC, 1997), although 

preceded by controversies, set binding emission reduction targets for developed countries. 

B. National Policies and Legislation (focus on specific countries or regions) 

National policies such as the Clean Air Act in the United States (EPA, 1970) and the Renewable 

Energy Directive in the European Union (European Commission, 2009) illustrate diverse approaches 

to environmental governance and regulation. 

 

IV. Impacts of Environmental Policies 

A. Environmental Impact Assessment 
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Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) evaluate the potential environmental effects of proposed 

projects or policies (Smith, 2016). They are crucial for ensuring sustainable development and 

minimizing adverse impacts on ecosystems. 

B. Social and Economic Impacts 

Environmental policies can have significant social and economic ramifications. For instance, policies 

promoting renewable energy may create new job opportunities while phasing out coal-based 

industries (Jones et al., 2014). However, they can also lead to economic disruptions and social 

inequalities if not implemented equitably. 

 

V. Challenges in Implementing Environmental Policies 

A. Political Challenges 

Implementing effective environmental policies often faces resistance from political stakeholders 

(Brown, 2013). Political challenges include conflicting interests among parties, lobbying from 

industries, and varying political will across different administrations. 

B. Technological and Economic Challenges 

Technological advancements play a crucial role in the successful implementation of environmental 

policies (Smith, 2017). However, the costs associated with adopting new technologies and 

transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources present significant economic challenges 

(Jones et al., 2015). 

 

VI. Case Studies 

A. Case Study 1: Successful Implementation of Environmental Policies 

The case study of Germany's Energiewende (energy transition) demonstrates successful integration of 

renewable energy into the national grid (Brown & Müller, 2016). This case highlights effective policy 

frameworks and stakeholder engagement as key factors in achieving sustainability goals. 

B. Case Study 2: Challenges and Lessons Learned 

The case study of Brazil's deforestation policies reveals challenges in balancing economic 

development with environmental conservation (Jones & Silva, 2014). Lessons learned include the 

importance of community involvement and sustainable land use practices in achieving long-term 

environmental goals. 

 

VII. Future Directions and Recommendations 

A. Innovations in Environmental Policy 

Future environmental policies may benefit from innovations such as carbon pricing mechanisms and 

advanced environmental monitoring technologies (Smith, 2018). These innovations can enhance 

policy effectiveness and accountability. 

B. Policy Recommendations for Sustainability 

Recommendations include promoting international cooperation on climate change mitigation, 

enhancing transparency in environmental governance, and fostering green technologies through 

incentives and subsidies (Brown, 2019). These measures aim to ensure sustainable development and 

resilience against environmental challenges. 

 

VIII. Conclusion 

In conclusion, environmental politics play a pivotal role in addressing global environmental 

challenges. By navigating political, technological, and economic challenges, implementing successful 

policies, and learning from case studies, policymakers can chart a sustainable path forward. Future 

innovations and proactive policy recommendations are essential for achieving environmental 

sustainability in the 21st century. 
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