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ABSTRACT

Many academic works have been published recently on the topic of violence
reporting in the Kyrgyz press. Yet no all-encompassing research on violence against
women has been identified in these studies, hence none has been published. So, our
research is motivated by a desire to address a gap in the existing literature. The fact
that Kyrgyzstan is a former Soviet republic was a major factor in making the decision
to use it as a study universe. The fundamental difference between Soviet journalism
and modern Kyrgyz journalism is the drive for profits and viewership. This primary
distinction has given the research a greater significance.
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INTRODUCTION

As defined by several dictionaries of the English language, "brutality” refers to the
use of force, usually with destructive intent. The striking aspect of this description is
that the emphasis is placed on physical strength intended to do obvious damage, like
as wounds or decimation, and nothing is stated about the types of viciousness that are
not all that evident, but extraordinarily dangerous, such as emotional or mental
violence. (Tsulaze,2010) More over 15 million individuals every year lose their lives
as a direct result of cruelty; around half through suicide, between 35 and 12% from
crime, and between 6 and 8% from war or other forms of dispute. There are many
hospitalizations, dozens of trips to the emergency room, and dozens of referrals to
specialists for every violent death that occurs.

Every nation has its own kind of violence against women. Despite widespread
condemnation, cultural practices and misinterpretations of religious beliefs often
legitimize breaches of women's human rights, even in cultures that outlaw violence
against women. There is violence in every culture; what varies are the specific
patterns and trends that emerge in different nations and locations.

Women in Pakistan face the same terrible disadvantages and discrimination as they
do everywhere else. What's more alarming is that domestic and communal violence
against women, as well as violence against women while in police custody, are on the
increase. In 2008, the Human Rights Commission of India found that one woman was
raped every two hours and that hundreds more were victims of "honor" Kkillings,
domestic violence, arson, and homicide.

While there have been some encouraging developments in recent years, the
government is still not doing enough to safeguard women from such mistreatment.
The media and human rights groups may become involved in a lot of situations, but
then they're usually forgotten rather fast. The abuse of other women goes unnoticed
for years; these women often die horrific deaths and are buried in unmarked graves.
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Analyzes what information and methods of intervention, organization, and
counteraction have been shown to be effective. Because women's basic rights are
consistently violated in every region of the globe. According to a UN assessment on
the status of women in 2000, nearly one in three girls and young women worldwide
had experienced physical or sexual violence. Researchers have studied this topic
extensively to bring attention to women's issues and raise general and victim-specific
awareness in an effort to safeguard women's rights. She focuses on the dismal state of
affairs in her own nation and comes to the conclusion that this is a major health
concern worldwide. According to the results of a research on the effects of domestic
violence on women's health, most victims of domestic violence are sexually assaulted
or abused by a family member or close friend when they were very young.

LITREATURE REVIEW

Kaur, Reetinder. (2013). Rape and other forms of violence against women are often
covered in the media. In India and throughout the world, people were shocked by the
news of a 23-year-old woman being murdered by a group of men on a moving bus in
India's capital city. This study looks at the media's portrayal of crimes committed
against women, focusing on the gang rape in Delhi, and the reactions of young Indian
women to these depictions. From the first case report until the present, information is
compiled from four Chandigarh-based newspapers: The Times of India, The Tribune,
Indian Express, and Hindustan Times. The articles were read many times, and their
themes were analyzed. Fifty young women from Panjab University in Chandigarh,
India were surveyed to get primary data on how they felt the Indian print media
portrayed crimes committed against women, with a focus on the Delhi gang rape
case. The media must be more mindful of how it reports on crimes against women,
and the public must be more outspoken and informed to effectively address these
issues.

Dr. Radha Bathran (2016) Several people found a voice and a platform to address
the status of women's safety in our society after the gang rape of a physiotherapy
student in Delhi. The main Indian media outlets avoided publishing the identity of the
victim as much as they could, and the whole nation rallied behind the family. There
has been a rise in the amount of reports of violence against women in the media, but
if questioned whether or not these stories were treated with the same level of ethical
concern, the response is a resounding no. In contrast to the Delhi event, incidences of
violence against women were reported in a more prejudiced and gender insensitive
manner in the archives. This research examines discrepancies in the reporting of
identical incidents of violence against women in Delhi and elsewhere over the same
time period. The murder of a schoolgirl in Tamil Nadu, India, was the subject of a
critical discourse analysis in this research. By analyzing and characterizing the
vocabulary used in local news accounts, this study seeks to untangle the discussion
around the girl's rape and death. Research discussions on how the news media in
India portrays violence against women are restricted to national language Hindi and
English newspapers at both the national and international levels. Research on local
language newspapers has mostly been conducted on a regional scale and has yet to
enter the larger national or worldwide literature. So, it is crucial to comprehend the
discussion of violence against women in regional native language publications. When
it comes to crimes committed against women, Tamil Nadu is ranked in the top five by
the National Crime Records Bureau. In 2014, Dinathanthi had an All-India
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Readership (AIR) of 8,156,000, placing it sixth among all newspapers in India in
terms of readership.

Haseeb ur Rehman Warrich (2021) The purpose of this research is to verify and
explore claims made by other studies throughout the globe that domestic violence
against women is underreported in the news. The present study's results provide
substantial support to the aforementioned claim. Three of Pakistan's most prestigious
newspapers, Dawn, The News, and The Nation, were examined in depth to determine
how they report on and portray violence against women. The media hardly touched
on the story. The articles were relegated to the back of the city pages, and only
incidents of physical violence were covered; all other forms of violence were
disregarded. The manner in which the three newspapers covered the story also varied.

Mr. Ramendra Nath Verma (2022) Unfortunately, although the public and media
alike recognize the immorality of violence against women, coverage of the issue is
often inconsistent and lacks a coherent narrative. When it comes to this, the Indian
media often misses the mark. This study report is the result of a laborious and
thorough examination of more than 1,500 articles from four major English and Hindi
newspapers in India. The articles are evaluated in accordance with predefined
standards and rules for covering issues of violence against the female gender. We
found that news coverage seldom provides a comprehensive analysis of the situation
but instead treats incidents individually rather than as part of a larger societal issue.
Seeing journalism that challenges common misconceptions about violence against
women is a novel experience. Keeping the focus on the difficulties experienced by the
remaining victims while they seek justice and providing useful information about
available services for their recovery. But this is only the beginning. The issue with
reports is that they use attention-grabbing language (particularly in vernacular
languages), and their attention is so narrowly focused that they fail to see the forest
for the trees. Issues like domestic violence are red flagged in the "melee™ of dramatic
news headlines. This paper concludes that rules for reporting on gendered violence
should be included in PIIS's "norms of journalistic behaviour,” and that media
companies should be required to support and implement these guidelines.

Raza, Syed & Syed, Sadam. (2016). Men have traditionally seen women as objects
to be owned and used as domestic servants without regard for their inward
experiences. However, the attitudes of males and society as a whole toward women
have changed dramatically over the last two decades, mostly as a result of new
legislation enacted by national and international organizations to safeguard women's
rights. The purpose of this study is to examine how the Pakistani newspapers Jang
and Khabrain portray instances of physical abuse against women. In addition, the
present inquiry will provide light on the aforementioned problem of violence against
women by examining the extent to which it is covered in the most prominent
newspapers of the Pakistani press.

METHOD

Kyrgyz media coverage of the issue of violence against women was analyzed.
Kyrgyzstan is mostly of academic interest since it is a former Soviet republic. Press
freedom was severely curtailed during the Soviet era as a result of the state-run
censorship apparatus. The news media are likewise non-commercial. As a result,
reports of violent events were uncommon. With the fall of the Soviet Union,
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Kyrgyzstan adopted a freer political structure. This means that liberal principles form
the basis for every organization. Kyrgyzstan's media have become a moneymaking
enterprise. The media emphasized news that was both intriguing and widely read in
order to increase their revenue. One of the most intriguing themes is the problem of
violence against women. As such, the new Kyrgyz press aspires to disseminate
written content on the topics of women and violence.

The damage done to the victim was taken into account during this coding step. If the
victim suffered bodily harm, it would go under the heading of "physical violence," if
the victim experienced sexual harm, under the heading of "sexual violence," and so
on. Proportional and percentage frequencies were calculated using SPSS, a statistical
package. Three researchers independently coded each news story on violence within
the parameters of the study questions and examined the encodings. Two of the coders
are professors at the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, while the
third is the article's author. Both of the codecs used in the research were based on
reports of creative thinking. As a result, 712 news items where the coders reached
consensus were used to compile the analyses. Coders have not studied contentious
news yet.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The study has focused on four main areas: the newspapers' coverage of violence
against women, the specifics of such coverage, the victim's position in such coverage,
and the interaction between the offender and the victim.

Newspaper Coverage of News of Violence Against Women

Here we provide data on how often newspapers cover violence against women, where
those stories appear in the paper, how many words they use to describe it, and what
percentage of their reporters are women.

Table 1. News of Violence in Newspapers Published in 2018

newspapers violence percent
vecherniv bishkek 505 % 70,9269
delo nomer 138 % 19.3829
Kyrgvz tyysu 69 % 9,6902
total 712 % 100

Table 1 displays the total number of newspaper articles covering violent topics in
2018. According to these numbers, 505 reports of violence were published in the
journal Vecherniy Bishkek, 138 were published in the newspaper Delo Nomer, and
69 were published in the newspaper Kyrgyz Tyysu. Compared to Kyrgyz Tyysu,
Vecherniy Bishkek has more often (70.9269%) reported on incidents of violence.
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Table 2. News of Violence Against Women Published by Newspapers in 2018

newspapers violence percent
vecherniy bishkek 49 % 63,6363
delo nomer 16 % 20,7792
Kyrgyz tyysu 12 % 15,5845
total 77 % 100

Table 2 displays reports of violence against women that appeared in publications
during 2018. There is a parallel between the press coverage of general violence and
coverage of violence against women in this setting. The table shows that Vecherniy
Bishkek had the greatest rate of violence against women, while Kyrgyz Tyysu had the

lowest.

Table 3. Distribution of News on Violence Against Women by Months

Cumulative

Months Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
January 10 13.0 13.0 13.0
February 7 9.1 9.1 22.1
March 6 7.8 7.8 29.9
April 10 13.0 13.0 42.9
May 5 6.5 6.5 49.4
June 3 3.9 3.9 53.2
July 12 15.6 15.6 68.8
August 8 10.4 10.4 79.2
September 4 5.2 5.2 84.4
October 7 9.1 9.1 93.5
November 1 1.3 1.3 94.8
December 4 5.2 5.2 100.0

total 77 100.0 100.0

The frequency with which violent crimes against women were reported in the media
throughout each month is broken down in the table above. Examining the Kyrgyz
press's coverage of violence against women, we find that it is most prevalent in July
(15.6%) and least prevalent in November (1.3%).

Table 4. The Use of Photographs in News of Violence Against Women

Cumulative
Frequency Percent |Valid Percent Percent
No 40 51.9 519 51.9
Valid Yes 37 48.1 48.1 100.0
Total 77 100 100

The accompanying table details the frequency with which images depicting violence
against women appear in the media. Photos were not utilized in 40 stories (51%) but
were included in 37 stories (48%) since they served as the foundation for the photos.
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The following table details the identities of those shown in the news pictures. Yet,
legal constraints may limit how photographers' work is used in news reports.

Table 5. Type of Photographs in News of Violence Against Women

Valid Cumulative
Frequency Percent Percent Percent

Internet 18 48.6 48.6 48.6
Perpetrators 3 8.1 8.1 56.8

Valid Victims 13 35.1 35.1 91.9

Perpetrators and
victims 3 8.1 8.1 100.0
total 37 100.0 100.0

Pictures published in the media depicting acts of violence against women are shown
in Table 5. As it turns out, 8.1% of news pictures are images of the perpetrators,
35.1% are images of the victims, and 8.1% are images of both the perpetrators and the
victims. Newspapers often utilized images of victims or photographs taken from the
internet to illustrate stories about violence against women.

Table 6. Number of Lines in News of Violence Against Women

Valid Cumulative
Frequency Percent Percent Percent
1-50 59 76.6 76.6 76.6
51-100 6 7.8 7.8 84.4
Valid 101-150 3 3.9 3.9 88.3
151-200 5 6.5 6.5 94.8
+200 - 5.2 5.2 100.0
Total 77 100.0 100.0

When looking at news articles on violence against women, it is clear that most fall
under the 1-50-line range (76.6% of the time). The percentage of articles with line
spacing between 51 and 100 is 7.8 percent, while those between 101 and 150 account
for 3.9 percent, 151-200 for 6.5 percent, and 200 and above for 5.2 percent of the
news. A lack of depth in reporting on violence against women may be indicated by a

small number of lines devoted to the topic.

Table 7. Gender of Journalists Writing News of Violence Against Women

Valid Cumulative
Frequency Percent Percent Percent
no

information| 19 24.7 24.7 24.7
Valid women 30 39.0 39.0 63.6
man 26 33.8 33.8 97.4

women and
man 2 2.6 2.6 100.0
total 77 100.0 100.0 100.0
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The gender breakdown of journalists who have covered the topic of violence against
women is seen in Table 7. Women made up 39.0% of journalists who covered stories
involving violence against women, although males made up 33.8%, 24.7% of news
stories did not identify the reporter, and 2.6% of news stories were written by both
men and women.

Details of Violence

Information on the act of violence, including its location, the circumstances under
which it occurred, the nature of the violence, and its repercussions, are described
here.

Table 8. The Areas in Which Violence Takes Place

Valid Cumulative
Frequency Percent Percent Percent
province 54 70,1 70,1 70,1
sub-province 10 13,0 13.0 83.1
Valid village 9 11,7 11,7 94.8
no information 4 5.2 5,2 100.0
total 77 100,0 100,0 100.0

The location of the violent incident is described in detail within the context of the
story. According to the data shown above, 70.1% of all cases of violence against
women occur in a province. The rates of violence against women are as follows: 13%
in the sub-province, 11.7& in the hamlet, and 5.2& in an unidentified site. This might
lead the reader to believe that huge communities are riskier than smaller ones.

Place of Acts of Violence

Table 9. Place of Acts of Violence Against Women

Frequency Percent Percent Percent

victim's house 28 36.4 36.4 36.4
relative's house 1 1.3 1,3 37.7
on the street 26 33.8 33.8 71.4
not indicated 12 15.6 15.6 87.0
at work 7 0.1 9,1 06,1

at the hotel 3 3.9 3.9 100.0

total 77 100.,0 100.,0

Table 9 provides information on the geographic location of the violent incidents.
Locations where assaults took place ranged from the victim's home (36.4%), to the
victim's residence (33.8%), to the victim's workplace (9.1%), to a hotel (3.9%), and to
a relative's home (1.3%). It has been observed that violent crimes are often committed
at the victim's home or in the victim's neighborhood. In a geographical sense, this
might make readers feel uneasy even while they're at home.
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Table 10. Causes of Violence Acts Against Women

Frequency Percent Percent Percent
leaving home 2 2.6 2.6 2.6
economic
problems 20 26.0 26.0 28.6
alcohol and
substance use 6 7.8 7.8 36.4
jealousy 5 6.5 6.5 42.9
dispute 13 16.9 16.9 59.7
reason
unspecified 22 28.6 28.6 88.3
sexual 9 11.7 11.7 100.0
total 77 100.0 100.0

Several of the root reasons of violence against women are discussed in media reports.
The following factors contributed to violence against women, as stated here: 2.6%
emigration; 26.0% financial difficulties; 7.8% alcohol/drug abuse; 6.5% jealousy;
16.9% argument; 28.6% ambiguity; 11.7% sexual assault. Despite the fact that the
root causes of violence are seldom discussed, it can be deduced that economic issues
are a major contributor. This scenario accords with the data reported in the study's
literature review. The research generally concludes that economic factors are crucial
in explaining why people resort to violence.

Type of Violence

Table 11. Types of Violence Against Women

Frequency Percent Percent Percent
physical 45 58.4 58.4 58.4
sexual 19 24.7 24.7 83.1
Valid economic 13 16.9 16.9 100.0
total 77 100.0 100.0

Women experience the highest rates of physical violence (58.4%), followed by sexual
violence (24.7%), and economic violence (16.9%). None of the news outlets I
checked reported on the phenomenon of psychological violence. Journalists covered
acts of physical violence more often than other forms of violence because they attract
more readers.
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Types of violence acts and tools use

Table 12. Types of Violence Against Women and The Tools Used

Frequency Percent Percent Percent
the use of
physical force 25 32.5 32.5 32.5
firearms 1 1.3 1.3 :
cutting tools 20 26.0 26.0 59.7
burning
chemicals 1 1.3 1.3 61.0
the retention 3 3.9 3.9 64.9
hitting by
vehicle 6 7.8 7.8 72.7
not specified 11 14.3 14.3 87.0
choking 4 5.2 5.2 92.2
fraud / stealing 6 7.8 7.8 100.0
total 77 100.0 100.0

Details of violent incidents are often reported in the media. Details include: 32.5
percent using physical force; 1.3 percent using weapons; 26.2 percent using cutting
instruments; 1.3 percent using burning chemicals; 3.9 percent retaining; 7.8 percent
striking with a vehicle; 14.3 percent not stated; 5.2 percent strangling; and 7.8 percent
fraud/stealing. The results show that physical force is the most common form of
violence against women, while the use of fire or chemicals is the least common.

CONCLUSION

Under the context of reporting on violence against women in the Kyrgyz press, the
research examined how such stories are presented. In this context, a selection of
Kyrgyz newspapers including the three most widely read, Delo Nomer, Kyrgyz
Tuusu, and Vecherniy Bishkek, was made. From January 1, 2018, to December 31,
2018, a content analysis was performed on reports of violence against women.
Research methods include frequency analysis, categorical analysis, and relational
techniques. SPSS was used to calculate the percentages and proportions of the sample
sizes. Three researchers independently assessed the encodings of each piece of violent
news within the context of previously agreed upon news cycles.
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