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ABSTRACT

This essay theoretically and empirically locates media literacy in the public behaviors
of journalists and journalistic actors in the context of Finland. The theoretical
component of this dissertation explores the ways in which media firms engage in non-
formal education and strategic audience building. The empirical section identifies key
players in journalism and the standards to which they adhere. The purpose of this
article is to compare the understanding of press freedom among journalism students in
France, Palestine, Uganda, and Norway. The significance of journalism and the
independence of journalists were emphasized. They understood the nuanced nature of
press freedom and the gap between ideal and actual circumstances. Professional
journalists are far more likely to utilize blogs than journalism professors, according to
a nationwide online poll. Educators had a same perspective on blogs, while
professional journalists' usage and attitudes toward them differed by organization type
and job function. Even if they don't use blogs themselves, teachers are fast to spot and
evaluate the significance of national journalistic trends because of their training.
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INTRODUCTION

At the very least, journalism schools have been on edge since since a New York
newspaper editor said (perhaps apocryphally) that Columbia University's new
journalism school was the same as awarding Master of Arts degrees in swimming. It
may be claimed that over the vast majority of the last century, only the severity of
both external criticism and inward has fluctuated, and even Pulitzer himself
sometimes doubted the viability of journalism as a topic of university study (Weaver,
1994: 58-62). this trend was later surpassed by a greater tendency toward self-
examination. Journalism programs have gotten much more reflective in the recent
decade.

Journalism students in the 21st century need to be well-rounded in order to succeed in
the competitive news media landscape. Students are challenged to develop their own
content specialization in addition to displaying skills in traditional media such as news
writing, video editing, podcasting, and social networking. Journalists looking for a
niche might choose from covering politics, sports, the environment, international
news, or even health. Journalist training programs face an uphill battle as they
endeavor to accommodate the media industry's shifting demands for graduates who
can both generalize their talents and specialize their expertise.

A problem in the business model of media companies has contributed to the current
cutthroat atmosphere. Many journalists, not only those covering niche topics like the
environment or science, have lost their jobs as a result of this recession. Journalists
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and journalism students have a lot to think about as they go forward and grow their
professional careers, factors, such as the growth of social media, the decline of print
publications, and the unpredictability of advertising revenue streams in the news
business. Moreover, there is a partisan divide in the degree to which people trust the
media; Democrats are more inclined than Republicans to believe what they read in the
news. As a result of these modern economic and professional demands, individual
journalists are expected to make contributions throughout the production process,
including not just reporting, photography, editing, design, and marketing. Journalism
programs have a unique challenge in meeting the market need for professionals with
such a wide range of skills. At the same time, this gives a chance for journalists who
want to further their careers by obtaining a graduate degree. In light of this, it is an
excellent time to study the effects of graduate programs on their students' careers and
to assess the importance that professionals place on their own education and training.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Pereira, Fabio & Moura (2016) p>This This research explores the demographics of
Brazilian journalism students, including their opinions on the curriculum and
extracurriculars offered at their institution. It also delves into the means through
which academic institutions in Brazil might build and incorporate journalism culture.
It is based on a survey of 611 college and university students from 6 different
institutions.

Ferrucci, Patrick. (2017).This research looks at how seasoned digital journalists at
news organizations feel new entrants to the news profession are being prepared by
journalism schools from the perspective of those with conventional recruiting
authority. Despite veterans' perception that instructors are doing a great job teaching
technology, this study's in-depth interviews with 29 full-time digital journalists
revealed that too much emphasis is placed on it at the price of traditional journalistic
qualities. The notion of disruptive innovation is then applied to these results.

Leask, J., Hooker, C. & King, C. (2010) Sixteen journalists from prominent
Australian print, radio, and television media organizations were interviewed for this
research using semi-structured interviews on their experiences covering avian
influenza and pandemic preparation. Between October 2006 and August 2007,
interviews were conducted with members of the media. Using a thematic analysis, key
takeaways were identified for use by those working in health communication.
Journalists often tried to strike a balance between many, sometimes conflicting goals,
despite severe time and resource restrictions. When asked about health information,
they said that credible, non-biased physicians were the most reliable resources. Expert
health and medical journalists might better advocate for high-quality reporting
because of their superior technical understanding, access to relevant sources,
influence within their organizations, and more. Health communicators must have an
understanding of how to interact with the media. Accomplishing this requires
familiarity with the routines of journalists, accessibility, the provision of materials,
and the cultivation of connections with specialized health reporters.

Bhaskaran, H., Mishra, H., & Nair, P. (2019). The post-truth era's media ecology is
formed by various novel factors, including the dangers of personalized/networked
media, the attention economy, the propagandist power-elite, and the gullibility of the
semi-literate media public. There has to be a shift in how journalism is taught to
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account for post-truth realities and handle issues like false news. In this context, a
thematic analysis of focus group talks regarding students' perceptions of false news
among journalism graduate students at an Indian university is used to assess the
current problems with Indian journalism teaching. It proposes teaching techniques
centered on enhancing students' journalistic agency to handle circumstances involving
false news.

Kartveit, K. (2020). Using a phonomyography technique, In order to better
understand how multimedia journalism is implemented, this study interviews
seasoned journalists, editors, and graphic designers. This study relies on interviews
with senior media workers at major online media outlets that create or control
material for online multimedia off-deadline feature journalism. | classify six
perspectives on teamwork in multimedia creation as they appear in the result space:
those of the student, the programmer, the artist, the collaborator, the publisher, and the
management. In conclusion, The way in which multimedia production is carried out in
editorial offices and classrooms may be influenced by these generally held beliefs.

METHODOLOGY

We began with results from the Rig about press freedom from four different nations'
schools of journalism. These are the only fields where the Rig has been implemented.
So, we deemed it worthwhile to include all four divisions that have adopted this
method of instruction. So, the 188 bachelor's degree students who participated in the
Rig from December 2017 through June 2018 constitute our study population.

The research used data from three different places. Both News link, a directory of the
members of the Online News Association (ONA), a group of professional online
journalists, and a database including links to the websites of print and broadcast news
sources from across the globe, were utilized in our random selection of professional
journalists. Surveying Journalist Profs,
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Table 1: Sampling of 188 journalism students

Department and| P lace| Time of [ Number of | Countries examined | Previous
Institution and coun- | this Rig participat- | during the Rig Rigs at the
try ing students department
Department of | Nablus,| December,| 63 Algeria, Egypt, Leba-| 0
Print and Electronic | Palestine | 2017 non, Morocco, Nor-
Journalism at An- way, Saudi-Arabia, Tu-
Najah National Uni- misia, Qatar
versity
Cannes School| Cannes,| March,| 24 Italy, Iran, Japan,| 3
of Joumnalism/TUT, | France 2018 Switzerland
University Cote
d"Azur
Department of| Oslo.,| May20I%8 66 FYR Macedoma, Jor-| 9
Journalism and Me- | Norway dan, Kenya, Russia,
dia  Studies, Oslo The Netherlands, The
Metropolitan  Uni- Philippines, Venezucla
versity
Department of | Kampala, | June, 2018 i5 Kenya, Rwanda, | 0
Journalism and | Uganda South Sudan, Tanzania,
Communication, Zambia
Makerere University
Total N: 188

All respondents were given a survey consisting of seven questions on press freedom
in the Country. There were three Rig-specific questions and four that were more
general in nature. Kampala (97% answer rate) and Nablus (95% response rate) had the
highest response rates among the selected cities, while Oslo (59%) and Cannes had
the lowest. The overall response percentage was 72%. Considering that fewer French
students participated in the Rig than in any other country and that just half of those
that did respond, some caveats are in need. Eight percent of the replies are from them.
Of the total replies, 41% came from Palestinian students, 27% came from Norwegian
students, and 23% came from Ugandan students. The students' ages and genders who
filled out the survey are shown in the following two tables.

Table 2 Gender of students

Institution Female Male Total N
An-Najah National University, Nablus 42 18 60
University Nice-Cote d’Azur, Cannes 5 7 12
Oslo Metropolitan University, Oslo 27 12 39
Makerere University, Kampala 22 12 34
Total N: 96 49 145
Per cent 66 34 100

All of the Oslo students were sophomores, whereas all of the students in Cannes were
juniors. Students in Nablus's second, third, and fourth years all took part in the Rig.
Nonetheless, the vast majority of them were under the age of 20. The Kampala Rig
took place just after students completed their bachelor's degree programs (years four
and five). No student was younger than 21, and the vast majority were between 21
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and 24. Even though most Oslo kids were in their first year of school, this was the
youngest demographic. The ages of the participants are shown in Table 3.

Table 3 Age groups.

Institution 20 years and [ 21-24 years| 25 years Total
vounger old and older

An-Najah National University, Nablus 48 12 0 60
University Nice-Cote d”Azur, Cannes 9 3 0 12
Oslo Metropolitan University, Oslo 10 23 6 39
Makerere University, Kampala 0 30 4 34
Total N 67 68 10 145
Per cent 46 47 7 100

Three Types of Journalistic Media Education

Table 4 summarizes three distinct categories of JME actors that may be distinguished
from one another based on the nature of their activities and the roles they play in the
knowledge and skill acquisition of their respective audiences. Education about the
media, education with the media, and socialization into the media are the three pillars
identified by schofield and frantzen (2018) in modern research on media pedagogy.
This tripartite breakdown is reflective of the various methods used by the JME
players.

Journalism as a field of study and practitioners of the profession as educators are the
subjects of "media education on journalism."

Table 4. Forms of journalistic media education (JME) conducted by journalistic

actors
Form of
Type of JME Description Form inclusion Practices of reference Examples
On Journalists inform  Lectures, learning  Audience Extended marketing, Pedagogical material,
journalism and educate events and inclusion educational media newsroom visits,
audience learning school lectures and
members about materials on lecture tours of
journalism as journalism and schools
separate from journalistic
journalistic work production
In Journalists adjust  Targeted content,  Target Metasourcing and Special content,
journalism journalism to metacoverage group other adapted stories as
make it inclusion metapractices, part of media
pedagogical as science journalism, literacy theme
part of the media criticism, week, self-exposure
journalistic audience and self-
practice segmentation and referentiality
targeting
Via Journalists invite Engagement to Authorship  Participatory Story competitions,
journalism audience learn journalistic inclusion practices, audience training
members to skills and media engagement newsrooms for
become co- production schoolchildren,
producers of Media Bus
journalism

those watching/reading/listening/etc. Since the 1970s, when JME activities first took
shape, this category—"education and learning about the media"—has underpinned all
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the fundamental kinds of JME created. Journalism educators use their craft to impart
knowledge to certain demographics, most often young people, via the media they
produce. This approach to JME evolves beyond the "lecturing paradigm™ by including
media education into the regular course of journalistic work. It exemplifies the
"socialization™ approach to media literacy training, in which journalists use
journalistic means to engage audiences, with the latter producing coverage of the
former's actions. The goal of teaching people about the media by having them
participate in it is so that they may learn how to be journalists. In this JME format,
participants take on the role of a journalistic producer and create mock news stories.
That's in line with the concept of "media-based instruction”

PROFESSIONAL FOURNALISTS' AND JAURNALISM EDUCATORS' USES
OF BLOGS.

The results show that twenty-one percent of people keep a blog of some kind. In
addition, 15 blog posts were asked how often respondents used them. With mean
scores on all criteria below 2.5, the participants as a whole reported "never" or
"rarely” used blogs. However, when blogs were first employed, they served mainly as
a source of information for the reader, whether it in the form of an alternative
viewpoint, daily news, supplementary data on problems or subjects,
classroom/office/research story ideas, or other timely updates. Table 5 details the
blogging habits of JMC professors and professional journalists.

To test for differences in mean scores across groups, One-way analyses of variance
were performed. Of those who maintain their own weblogs, we found, professional
journalists post to their blogs at a much higher rate than do journalism professors and
lecturers [F (1, 85) = 4.34, p .05]. Furthermore, journalists read blogs more often than
teachers in the field [F (1, 418) = 20.37, p .00], both their own and those written by
others, and leave comments on blogs kept by others.
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Table 5 Blog Use Between Journalism Educators and Professional Journalists

Blog Use Journalism Journalism
Educators Professionals
Mean (sd) Mean (sd)
Help vou in day-to-day work/assignments 1.90 (1.12) 2,25 (1.21)
Maintain blogs for clients/organization 1.27 (.80) 1.58 (1.17)
Monitor blogs professionally 2.05 (1.22) 2.51 (1.40)
Monitor blogs for story ideas for training/research/work  2.07 (1.13) 2.46 (1.25)
Read blogs as a part of daily news consumption 2.20 (1.17) 2.68 (1.30)
Use blogs to conduct research 1.67 (.89) 2.25 (1.21)
Read for timely updated information 2.07 (1.17) 2.25 (1.31)
Find story ideas for personal blogs 1,68 (.95) 2.44 (1.24)
Use blogs to communicate with others 1.58 (.96) 1.94 (1.24)
Read additional information on an issue/topic 2,22 (1.12) 2.61 (1.19)
Read for alternative viewpoints 2.24 (1.09) 2,67 (1.23)
Use blogs to express own ideas or opinions 1.46 (.88) 1.94 (1.31)
Use blogs out of habit 1.50 (.91) 1.91 (1.27)
Use Web site subscriptions to keep up on the latest news 1.68 (1.17) 2.27 (1.43)
Use blogs for two-way communication with audiences 1.45 (1.0) 1.89 (1.30)

This is due to two distinct causes. As a result of the rotation, the first factor—which
we have labeled "monitoring and research"—explained 43.07% of the total variance.
It contains 10 claims that demonstrate the widespread use of blogs in academic
pursuits. Our second component, “interactive blog conversation,” explained 23.53
percent of the residual variation. Four assertions (.85 Cronbach's alpha) are used to
show that blogs are utilized for interactive dialogue. Using blogs in the first way is an
example of a passive approach, while the second is an example of an interactive and
dynamic blog reading experience.

PROFESSIONAL JOURNALISTS' AND JOURNALISM EDUCATORS'
PERCEPTIONS ON BLOGS.

Table 6 provides descriptive data on the percentages of journalism professors and
practicing journalists who hold the various views presented therein on blogging. The
perceptions of blogs were measured along many dimensions, including their
credibility, quality, efficiency, threat, role, and utility. To compare the perspectives of
journalists and professors on these topics, a series of one-way ANOVAs were
conducted (RQ2b). There are no significant variations in how each group views blogs'
trustworthiness, quality, future function, or utility, although professors are more wary
of the blogging phenomena than journalists are [F (1, 377) = 6.83, p .01]. Blogs were
seen as a greater danger to the teaching profession by educators than by professionals.
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Table 6 Blog Perceptions Between Journalism Educators and Professional

Journalists
Blog Perceptions Journalism Journalism
Educators Professionals
Mean (sd) Mean (sd)

Blogs help me sort through and analyze 2.04 (1.09) 2.28 (1.14)
information quickly

Blogs eliminate intermediaries, making it easier 212 [1.14) 2.41(1.19)
for me to reach my audience

Others in my industry are concerned about blogs 3.75 (.B6) 3.79 (.88)

Using blogs is now a standard journalistic tool 3.08 [1.01) 3.09 (1.05)

Blogs are not a threat to my news andiences 3.42 (1.03) 3.62 (1.03)

Blog are useful in crisis situations 3.35 (.92) 3.41 (1.12)

Blogs are useful tools through which to provide 2.99 (1.00) 2.98 (1.08)
journalists with appropriate sources

Blogs are factual 2.31 (.B6) 2.34 (.B7)

Blogs can be trusted 2.70 (1.04) 2.84 (1.02)

Blogging activity will increase over the next five years 4,16 (.68) 4.28 (.77)

Blogging should be taught to students learning 3.59 (.95) 3.56 (1.00)
to work in my industry

Bloggers are not a threat to my industry 3.51 (1.01) 3.69 (.97)

Blogs and bloggers are challenging conventional 3.70 (.95) 3.58 (1.05)
notions of my industry

Blogs are not poorly written 2.62 (.73) 2.72 (.B2)

Blogs are not done by amateurs 2.74 (.79) 2.85 (.77)

Blogs are important technology for students 3.78 (.90) 3.75 (1.01)
to know about

Blogs represent a personal way to communicate info 3.98 (.74) 4.12 (.62)

Blogs are not a passing fad 3.45 (.93) 3.51 (.98)

Blogs provide a good supplement to traditional 3.23 (.98) 3.17 (1.14)
communication to my audience

I do see the professional importance of blogs 3.42 (1.04) 3.68 (1.05)
regarding my industry

Students are interested in learning about how 3.56 (.89) 3.82 (.82)

to use blogs professionally

CONCLUSION

Liberal philosophy served as the pupils' starting point. There was a lack of clarity on
the radical democratic approach, which calls for changes to address inequalities in
society and to ensure that all people have the same rights. These viewpoints were
acknowledged, but not emphasized, as a means to effect social change; they were only
given as (underlying) aspects of the categories. Liberal philosophy, on the other hand,
places heavy emphasis on the need of a free quest for unmonopolized and authentic
knowledge in fostering the flourishing of learning freedom and human progress. This
article lays the groundwork for future research into the inventive and revolutionary
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potential of JME products and microprocesses by outlining the macrostructures of
inclusion. It may be helpful to enhance the depiction of how the post-industrial
newsroom may function by identifying and recognizing JME as a clearer element of
media organizations' performance. In conclusion, working journalists are more likely
to use blogs than academics in the field. It would seem that the business world is
setting the way for the use of blogs in the workplace rather than the classroom.
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