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ABSTRACT 

On August 4, 2009, The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 

2009 was passed by the Indian Parliament and went into force on April 1, 2010. The 

purpose of this research was to find out how well MADHYA PRADESH's educators, 

parents, and students know and grasp RTE's requirements. All children between the 

ages of 6 and 14 are guaranteed a free and appropriate public education under the 

terms of the Act. The issue at hand is whether or not the government was successful in 

achieving its goal by enacting the Right to Education Act. By suggesting measures, 

the government may do right now to improve the Act's implementation in the state, 

here are some suggestions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education, from the Latin educator, "one who teaches," is an essential component of 

the educational process through which not just facts and figures but also the skills, 

habits, and values of one generation are transmitted to the next. Education was first 

imparted in the prehistoric era. Education in pre-literate societies consisted mostly on 

passing on knowledge orally and modeling behavior after those who had gone before. 

Knowledge, skills, and values were historically disseminated mostly via oral 

narratives. 

Every individual has the right to a free and obligatory primary education, and every 

nation has the duty to guarantee that its inhabitants have access to a quality secondary 

education by progressively introducing free secondary education; and every country 

has the responsibility to ensure that higher education is available to all its citizens by 

gradually implementing free higher education. There will be 171 signatory nations by 

the year 2021. Inequality in society is a key factor in why an estimated 260 million 

children throughout the globe do not have access to a formal education in 2019.The 

Human Rights Measurement Project uses per capita GDP to rank nations on their 

ability to provide their citizens with an adequate education. 

Education is usually regarded as one of the most effective means by which to combat 

poverty, reduce inequality, and foster long-term economic growth. As a consequence, 

governments and non-governmental organizations worldwide have pledged their 

support for universal access to quality education as a method of advancing global 

development. While everyone acknowledges education's significance, their reasons 

for investing in it vary tremendously. An economic-instrumentalist approach human 

capital approach to education emphasizes the monetary and economic gains that 

accrue to individuals and societies as a result of investing in their education. 

According to the human capital theory, education is crucial to a country's progress 

since it raises the average worker's productivity According to this market-based 
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theory, the state has neither the duty nor the constitutional authority to provide its 

citizens with an education. Furthermore, other organizations in civil society and the 

corporate sector, both internationally and locally, may give education for a price. 

Human capital theory is founded on economics, whereas rights-based theory is 

informed by the law A child's right to an education is central to the rights-based 

framework, which also recognizes the importance of education in and of itself. The 

rights-based method places more importance on creating education 2 systems that are 

accessible to all students and safeguard their human rights than it does on maximizing 

monetary returns on investment. The government's obligation to ensure that all of its 

people have access to a quality education is emphasized by the rights-based strategy 

These philosophies provide radically divergent perspectives on education's value and 

who should be responsible for providing it. 

LITERARTURE REVIEW 

Ahmad Bhat (2015) As educated women can contribute significantly to India's 

progress, their education is a top priority for the government and civil society alike. 

Gaining an education is a major step toward women's independence since it prepares 

them to take on new challenges, question their old roles, and forge new paths in life. 

Thus, we must not overlook the significance of education in light of the growing 

influence of women and India's potential to become a global powerhouse in the future 

decades. A significant step in improving women's status in society is investing in their 

education. Providing more opportunities for women to further their education in India 

is crucial. The development of the idea of involvement and the raising of one's social 

standing within one's own family are additional benefits of education. 

Kapur, Radhika. (2018). The first few years of a child's schooling are crucial 

because they provide the groundwork for the rest of their education. Children from 

disadvantaged, marginalized, and socially and economically backward backgrounds 

have been prioritized in a number of government schemes and initiatives that aim to 

get them started in elementary school. This study was undertaken with the intention of 

better appreciating the value of primary schooling in India. Until they were sixteen, 

all children under the age of fourteen were compelled under Article 45 of the 1950 

Constitution, which outlined the Directive Principles of State Policy, to attend school 

for free. Since then, numerous policies and plans have been created to improve India's 

efforts toward U.E.E., such as the 1968 National Policy on Education and its revised 

1992 counterpart (UEE) 

Soumya Mani (2020) The foundation of every civilized society is a solid educational 

system. It fosters the growth of one's mind, knowledge, and insight, all of which 

contribute to the enhancement of one's self-respect. It's crucial to the country as a 

whole progressing. To ensure the growth of children and, ultimately, the nation, 

helping to implement the concept of social justice envisioned under the Constitution 

through the same means as Article 21A of the Constitution. It is important to note that 

the judicial system has played an admirable role throughout the whole history of 

education, from the time it was recognized as a right until the time a legislation 

mandating compulsory education was enacted. Several court rulings confirmed that 

access to education is a basic human right protected by Article 21 of the Constitution, 

opening the door for new laws to be passed along these lines. In light of seminal 

judicial rulings, this article traces the evolution of the right to education in India. The 
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article is divided into three sections for the reader's ease: the first provides a brief 

overview of the subject at hand; the second discusses the development of the 

aforementioned right in light of various judicial decisions; and the third provides a 

succinct summary of the article's main arguments. 

Meera Nath Sarin (2018) India's August 2009 Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education Act (RTE) mandated that all children in the country have the 

opportunity to attend school free of charge, was the focus of this case study. All 

children in India, ages 6 to 14, enrolled in elementary and upper primary state 

institutions, would get "free and obligatory education." Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, which 

translates to "Education for All Movement," has been in effect in India since 2000 and 

is the initiative that spearheads the provision of "free and obligatory education." 

Y.Somachary, (2018). Primary education is essential because it serves as the 

foundation upon which the rest of society is built. According to Mahatma Gandhi, 

"Every kid has a right to education must be free, at elementary and fundamental 

levels." This means that everyone, regardless of their financial situation, should have 

access to free and mandatory primary education. Elementary school must be 

mandated. Human Rights Article 26 from the 1948 Declaration. On April 1, 2010, 

India implemented the Right to Education Act, 2009 (Article 21 A), which mandates 

that all children aged 6 to 14 must attend school for free. Prior to the nineteenth 

century, only a privileged few had access to higher education. Even with mandatory 

schooling rules in place, not much progress was achieved in this area while the 

country was under British control. Article 45, however, specified that "the State 

should attempt to offer within a period of 10 years from the start of the Constitution, 

free and obligatory education to all children until they finish the age of 14 years" after 

independence. Yet, progress toward providing free primary education to all children 

stalled.  

RIGHT TO EDUCATION ACT 

On August 4, 2009, the Indian Parliament passed the Right to Education Act, often 

known as the RTE Act 2009. The Indian Constitution makes this clear in Article 21 

(A), it explains how vital it is for children in India to have a free and obligatory 

education between the ages of 6 and 14. India is now one of 135 nations where access 

to education is guaranteed by law, according to this act's implementation on April 1, 

2010. It mandates minimal requirements for primary schools, outlaws the operation of 

non-accredited institutions, and argues against the use of contribution fees and 

admissions interviews. Every community is monitored by the Right to Education Act, 

which conducts regular surveys to find kids who are school-age but financially unable 

to attend. 

For a long time, India's central government and individual states have had trouble 

addressing the country's educational problems. To improve the standard of education 

throughout the nation, the Right to Education Act of 2009 lays out clear obligations 

for federal, state, and municipal governments. 

1. Compulsory and free education for all 

Each and every kid in India is entitled to a free and compulsory public elementary 

school education from kindergarten through eighth grade in a school located within 
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one kilometer of their home. No kid should ever have to worry about money keeping 

them from starting and finishing primary school. The supply of textbooks, clothing, 

stationery, and specialized instructional material for children with disabilities is also 

included in the definition of "free education" with the goal of easing the financial 

burden of attending school. 

Once the Right to Education Act was passed in 2009 and went into effect three years 

later, the Right to Education (RTE) Forum released a stocktaking report in 2013 to 

evaluate its progress. Oxfam India provided critical analysis of this report. Overall, 

the results fell short of expectations, despite some notable successes, such as increases 

in primary school enrollment, the construction of new schools, the employment of 

qualified educators, and the installation of safe plumbing for students' use. In a policy 

brief, Oxfam India suggested five ways to fill up the Act's weaknesses and make it 

more successful in its implementation. 

2. The benchmark mandate 

The Right to Education Act establishes minimum requirements for schools, including 

the ratio of students to instructors, the availability of clean drinking water, the length 

of the school week, the length of the workday for teachers, and the size of classrooms. 

The Right to Education Act of 2009 mandates that all primary and secondary schools 

in India adhere to these minimal requirements. 

3. Special provisions for special cases 

The Right to Education Act mandates that a child who is not enrolled in school must 

be integrated into a classroom with pupils of the same age in order to catch up 

academically. 

4. Quantity and quality of teachers 

The Right to Education Act ensures equitable distribution of educators by mandating 

that all schools have the same number of students to instructors (Pupil-Teacher Ratio). 

Appointing instructors who meet the minimum standards for admission and academic 

achievement is also required. 

Nine years after the passage of the Right to Education Act, Oxfam India in 2018 

analyzed its effects. The findings revealed a serious deficiency in funding for primary 

schools and education as a whole. There needed to be drastic changes made right now 

if the educational results for kids were to improve. In its policy brief, Oxfam India 

suggested seven solutions to this issue. 

5. Zero tolerance against discrimination and harassment 

Corporal punishment, harassment of any type, and The Right to Education Act of 

2009 prohibits any kind of discrimination in admissions, screening, capitation fees, 

private tutoring centers, and the operation of unaccredited schools based on a student's 

gender, race, caste, class, or religion. 

Less than 10% of schools in the nation meet all of the requirements listed in the Right 

to Education Act, according to the Right to Education (RTE) Forum's Stocktaking 
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Report 2014. While the Right to Education Act of 2009 has made significant 

improvements in the field of education, worries about the privatization of schools 

persist. India has struggled with persistent educational disparities for decades. 

Although the Right to Education Act is a crucial step toward making India's 

educational opportunities available to everyone, it has been difficult to put into 

practice. In its policy brief, Oxfam India recommended a number of changes that 

would strengthen the Right to Education Act of 2009. 

6. Ensuring all round development of children 

The Right to Education Act of 2009 mandates the creation of curricula that will foster 

each student's growth in all areas. Help a kid learn and grow into a well-rounded 

individual. 

Since 2013, Oxfam India has partnered with the Samarth Foundation to provide aid to 

24 schools across 19 Gram Panchayats in the Hamirpur district's Kurara and Maudaha 

districts. They worked together to make schools more welcoming to children and 

encourage parental involvement by bolstering School Management Committees. 

Around this time, SMCs hired 45 new educators, several of whom received awards 

for their classroom innovations. 

7. Improving learning outcomes to minimise detention 

Nobody may be held back or sent out of school before they finish eighth grade, 

according the Right to Education Act. Another impetus for instituting this approach 

was to ensure that each and every part of the student's development was being 

monitored and assessed throughout their academic career. 

8. Monitoring compliance of RTE norms 

Elementary school administration and democracy are greatly bolstered by School 

Management Committees (SMCs). A School Management Committee with a 

principal, a representative from the local government, parents, and other interested 

members of the community is required of all schools that fall under the Right to 

Education Act of 2009. The committees have been given the authority to assess how 

well schools are doing and to draft a strategy for school improvement. 

In the Raebareli district of Uttar Pradesh, Lokmitra and Oxfam India have been active 

in 30 government schools since 2015. These schools are located in the Rahi, Salon, 

and Raebareli Municipality blocks. They have been striving to improve student 

retention, community involvement in school oversight and administration, and 

execution of the RTE Act of 2009. The outcomes of Lokmitra's novel participatory 

pedagogy, which includes parental engagement via SMCs at both the block and 

district levels, are promising. These SMCs have been equipped to effectively monitor 

and administer the schools as a result of regular trainings and meetings. 

9. Right to Education Act is justiciable 

People have the legal right to seek redress for violations of the Right to Education Act 

2009's provisions via the corresponding Grievance Redressal (GR) procedure. 
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To ensure that all schools abide with this requirement, Proactive disclosure is required 

of all public authorities under Section 4 of the RTI Act, which requires them to 

explain their operations to the public. Section 4 compliance was required since 

schools are a kind of public authority. 

10. Creating inclusive spaces for all 

The Right to Education Act of 2009 mandates that 25% of enrollment at all private 

schools be reserved for kids from low-income and otherwise disadvantaged families. 

This provision of the Act is intended to encourage social inclusion with the goal of 

producing a more just and equitable society. 

RULES CREATED BY THE STATE OF MADHYA PRADESH 

(1) Children have a right to free and compulsory education, and these regulations 

establish that right.  

(2) The whole state of Madhya Pradesh would be covered by them. 

(3) After being published in the Madhya Pradesh Gazette, they will be in effect 

immediately. 

AWARD OF CERTIFICATE FOR COMPLETION OF ELEMENTARY 

EDUCATION.  

The elementary school completion certificate must be issued within one month of the 

student's graduation using Form - 4 attached to these regulations and signed by the 

principal or the school's top instructor. With the proviso that the granting authority's 

recognition certificate number, be visibly stamped on the certificate by the recognized 

school. 

Constitution of the State Advisory Council.  

(1) Twelve members, including a chairperson and cochair person, will make up the 

State Advisory Council.  

(2) The ex-officio President of the Council will be the state minister in charge of the 

Department of Secondary Education. The State Government's Tribal Welfare Minister 

will serve as the ex-officer Co-Chairman. 

(3) The State Government should nominate to the Council the following individuals 

who have shown expertise in early childhood education and the development of 

young children:  

(a) At least one member should have experience teaching students with 

exceptionalities and/or a background in special education; 

(b) individuals with expertise in early childhood education should make up at least 

one member;  

(c) At least one member should have academic training or professional experience in 

the subject of education for teachers. 
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(4) The council's member secretary will be the Rajay Shiksha Kendra Commissioner. 

The Secretary of Education and the Secretary of Tribal Affairs, if they are not already 

members, will be invited as guests. 

 (5) The Council's business shall be conducted as follows:  

 The Council shall hold regular meetings at least every three months;  

 (ii) a quorum at a Council meeting shall consist of eight members.. 

 (6) Members of the Council shall be appointed at such times and on such terms and 

conditions as the State Government may from time to time determine. 

Maintenance of records of children by local authority. 

(1) Every kid under the age of 14 who lives in the area within the authority's purview 

must be recorded in a household survey. Each student might be assigned a different 

number that could be used to track enrollment, attendance, and academic progress.  

(2) The yearly record required by (1) must be kept current at all times. 

 (3) For the purposes of clause (e) of section 9, the record referred to in subrule (1) 

shall be kept openly in the public domain. 

 (4) For every kid, the file mentioned in (1) must have the following information: 

a) Identifying information (name, sex, DOB, birthplace);  

b) Identification information for both parents or guardians; 

c) The Anganwadi or preschool the kid goes to (before the age of six);  

d) The grade-level enrollment of the child's elementary school;  

e) Where the kid now resides; 

f)  If the kid is between the ages of 6 and 14, the class in which they are enrolled, 

and if they have dropped out of school within the local authority's jurisdiction, the 

reason for doing so; 

g) If the child is a member of a vulnerable group as defined in paragraph (2)(e);  

h) If the kid is from a low-income family, as defined by subsection (d) of Section 

2 

i) Specifics on the children who need access to residential care because of 

factors including migration, low population density, admission requirements based on 

age, or disability. 

Conclusion 

Education is a fundamental human right. At the very least, primary and secondary 

education should not cost anything. The advantages and protections afforded by the 
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Act should be made known to parents and children. Partnerships between the state, 

school officials, nonprofits, parents, and other interested parties are essential. There 

has to be cooperation on all fronts. Advocacy and mobilization activities led by the 

government are crucial to the success of the RTE, as is the capacity of parents and 

children to adapt to their new roles in elementary school. 
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