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Abstract: Contemporary India, it seems, is at crossroad. Confusion, indecisiveness and uncertainty are creating 

chaos.  India was known as “Golden Sparrow” because of its wealth and prosperity. India is the biggest democracy 

and the world’s third-largest economy in the world, which has taken giant strides in the last few decades. But, we 

still continue to encounter various hurdles like social, political, economical, ecological and communal problems. 

Issues like corruption, crime, violence, discrimination based on caste, color, ethnicity, gender are subverting the 

spirit of oneness among the people and the progress of the nation.  

Another major issue India is facing according to Pinki Virani is violence against women.  Discrimination 

against women is one aspect of injustices against the women in Indian society. Discrimination is a milder form of 

injustice against the women. However, quite often it is carried to its extreme form. Eventually, it finds expression in 

various types of violence against women. Indian women suffer a life cycle of violence against their person. The 

following paper investigates the real motives behind the act of rape, the deliberate silence of the public to the real 

account of rape, and the structural legal inadequacies in Pinki Virani's Aruna’s Story:  the True Account of a Rape 

and its Aftermath. 
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Pinki Virani is remembered as a pioneer of shaping literary characters inspired from day to day life gathered 

from journalism. Her novels are very intensive that make a strong emotional impact on human mind. Her major 

novels Aruna’s Story: The True Account of Rape and its Aftermath (1998) , Once was Bombay (2000) , Bitter 

Chocolate: Child Sexual Abuse in India (2000) and Deaf Heaven (2009 leave a very deep impact on the readers 

about contemporaneity of India. Certainly her writings will help both the insider and outsider of India . 

The author narrates in the portion of the Aruna’s Story as how Sohanlal unveils his sexual desire for Aruna at 

various instances. During the police investigation, the two sweepers testify that Sohanlal tells them that he has 

sexual fantasies for Aruna. Aruna asks Sohanlal to do Laxman’s work in the dog lab as he applies leave for a few 

days. He opposes the assigned work. She informs the higher authority to take an immediate action against him (to 

suspend him from the services). He shares with his fellow sweepers that he would take revenge by molesting her (A 

34).  

The author records the statement of Udayavir Channaram Walmiki (a sweeper). He recollects Sohanlal 

revealing him that he would undoubtedly spend one month’s full salary to share his bed with staff nurse Aruna. The 

sexual desire and revenge are reasons that trigger the act of rape in the Aruna’s context (A 35). The author observes 

that when nobody comes forward to give complaint, the Bhoiwada police write the name of the sub-inspector in the 

record as complainant. Family members do not initiate to approach the police and the judiciary.  

The author mentions that Aruna’s family members almost abandon her fearing that they should shoulder 

the responsibility of taking care of her. They argue that the incident takes place in the premises of KEM’s hospital. 

Therefore, KEM hospital authorities should hold the responsibility to give total medical assistance. However, KEM 

authorities point out that the issue comes under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of BMC. Therefore, MBC has 

to address the issue. Nobody responds positively though the situation demands an immediate and proper legal follow 

up.  Sohanlal is arrested on the 29th of November of the same year of the brutal incident. The case was filed as 

“attack on nurse with intention to rob” because no one comes forward to file a complaint of attempt to rape or 

outraging of modesty (A 39).  

The author makes a crucial point that Sohanlal is not accused of “unnatural sexual offence”. She regrets 

that according to Indian legal system, “unnatural sexual” offence or sodomy is not considered as rape. It is to be 

noted that sodomy is crueler than a rape. The height of the tragedy is that Aruna undergoes punishment for the 

mistake that somebody else has done. On the contrary, the rapist walks freely serving the punishment partially for 

what he has committed.  Unfortunately, nobody finds guilty of “unnatural sexual offence” of the rapist. 

The author perceives that the silence of the public to the sexual violence helps Sohanlal to run away from 

the sight of Judiciary. Sohanlal is arrested on the charges of robbery and attempt to commit murder (V 39).  Mary 

Beard strongly believes that patriarchal structures should be challenged in order that status of truth is elevated and 
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justice is done. The author records very important observation from sub-inspector Keshav Shridhar Sahasrabudhe 

when he points out: 

They have given a medical report that there was no vaginal penetration. Why is there no medical report about 

whether there was any unnatural offence or not?  (A  45) 

The structural legal inadequacies in India allow the rapist to escape the punishment. In certain contexts, 

when the rape victim reports in the police station, the police may reject even to take FIR, misreport, harass the 

victim, and be biased. They are also influenced by caste, class, region, political parties and gender issues.  Most of 

the doctors in India are ignorant of signs of rape.  

The author exposes a shocking fact that rape kits are not available in the hospitals to collect evidence so 

that accused can be prosecuted. There is no seriousness in taking, collecting and preserving evidences like clothes 

and other important things. Very often, DNA samples are not collected, marks on the body of the victim are not 

photographed, and forensic investigation is very limited. 

The author argues that even religious thought and experience are guided by patriarchal ideology. Women are 

made to believe that they should follow patriarchal structures without questioning or violating. In the case of Aruna, 

Sister Pie points finger at the past life and works of victim (Aruna) rather accusing or blaming Sohanlal who 

commits such heinous act of rape. She completely overlooks the heinous act committed by Sohanlal.  

The author points out that even religious thinking is also very much influenced by patriarchal ideology. For 

an instance, in the same line of thinking of traditional ideology on gender roles, Sister Pai (senior nurse in KEM 

hospital) comments: 

That her sin was that she disobeyed orders. And that herpunishment- I suppose you also think that this is from God- 

for that sin was the attack and therape (A 48).  

The following incident substantiates the fact that patriarchy is deeply embedded in the minds of people. Far 

from challenging oppressive patriarchal structures, some women strictly and blindly follow patriarchal norms.  They 

try to defend the fort of patriarchal structures. Far from opposing patriarchal norms, they try to blame Aruna 

changing her dress in the basement of the KEM’s hospital. Ironically, they completely overlook the perpetrator who 

commits terrible crime.  

The author further points out that patriarchal norms, social hierarchy and dominance are some important 

reasons for rapes India. She identifies that powerrelations are also involved. She argues that rape happens for the 

sexual gratification. Rape happens not only for sexual gratification but also for the affirmation of power. The author 

accuses that the Indian social norms magnify incidentsof rape in India. 

Conclusion: It is observedthat Indian legal provisions and frame work is not very clear about child sexual 

abuse and rape. Every legal section could be changed in a way that abuser cannot walk away without being seriously 

prosecuted and stringently punished. Tougher laws should be made to punish the abuser and prevent rape. Women 

should question patriarchal structures by collective solidarity and opposition. Women’s collective solidarity and 

resistance should have the goal of attaining political power so that women can be a part in the policy and decision 

making (active participation in both legislative and executive bodies). 
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