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Abstract. The article aims to explain the importance of using graphic organizers in learning through podcasts, which
are one of the modern tools in learning and teaching a foreign language. Very seldom do teachers involve graphic
organizers in teaching English with the help of podcasts. The article tries to open the benefits of these educational
techniques in a foreign language classroom.
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“Listen with curiosity. Speak with honesty. Act with integrity.The greatest problem with communication is we
don’t listen to understand. We listen to reply.

When we listen with curiosity, we don’t listen with the intent to reply.We listen for what’s behind the words.”
(Roy T. Bennett, The Light in the Heart)

For students’ pleasure during the lesson, the present-day classroom is equipped with modern computers, notice
boards, television, etc. Modern facilities in education, and especially in the teaching of English as a foreign language
are making a great contribution to easing foreign language acquisition which is a challenging skill, therefore,
technological development and the impact of virtual and multimedia spaces can assist in providing sustaining
motivation and promoting lengthy practice in and outside the classroom. One of the modern educational tools in foreign
language learning is podcasting.

Podcast - a series of conversational spoken word, musical, or scripted audio episodes, usually focused on a particular topic or
theme. You can subscribe to the show and listen to episodes whenever you like, usually on a smartphone, laptop, or tablet. Unlike
traditional radio, podcasts may be accessed on-demand via an app or live streamed via a website.!

Furthermore, podcasts have a distinctive advantage over traditional media. Podcasts were originally created for
personal entertainment, but today there are podcasts about every imaginable topic. Unlike traditional radio, they do not
have a schedule: once a podcast has been downloaded the user decides when and how to listen to it. The audience
benefits from the flexibility, control, and portability. Another advantage is that new podcast episodes are released once
or twice or even three times a week, so that their continuance is guaranteed.?

Due to a bunch of reasons podcasts can be an effective teaching tool:

- They are authentic. Podcasts are useful because they provide students with examples of how people actually
talk. Rather than silly, made-up dialogues, podcasts feature real conversations and speech.

- They are diverse. Some English textbooks try to provide a variety of English accents in their audios, but many
do not. Podcasts offer you a wide range of types of spoken English.

- They are convenient. Busy people do not have a lot of extra time for English activities. Podcasts work for
them because they can listen in the car or while they are at the gym.

- They are interesting. Students do not want to do exercises unless they are genuinely engaging. Podcasts are
designed to be interesting. They are for people who are curious about how the world works.

- They improve speaking skills. Teachers know that listening activities, like podcasts, improve listening skills.
But many don’t know that they also improve speaking skills!

Podcasts are a flexible and useful classroom resource.’

It is evident that the application of podcasts in teaching a foreign language leads to positive results. However,
students’ learning styles should be taken into consideration while applying podcasts in lessons.

"Podcasting History. How Can Podcasts Engage, Explain and Extend Student Thinking?
https://resources.newamericanhistory.org/for-educators-podcasting-history
2 William Yugsan-Gomez et al. Podcasts as an Educational Tool for EFL Educators. REIRE. ISSN: 2013-
2255. Universitat de Barcelona. Institut de Desenvolupament Professional. ICE.
https://carrerainglesuce.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/podcasts-as-an-educational-tool-for-efl-educators-2.pdf
3 Ramsay Lewis. The Ultimate Teacher’s Guide for How to Use Podcasts to Teach English
https://www.leonardoenglish.com/blog/teachers-guide-how-to-use-podcasts-to-teach-english

4418



International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)
DOI: 10.9756/INT-JECSE/V1412.486 ISSN:1308-5581 Vol 14, Issue 02, 2022

As most learners have visual learning styles, modern-day classroom and teaching tendencies are designed
towards a positive impact on their learning English. One of the effective techniques to teach vocabulary is applying
graphic organizers to the English classroom.

Not a secret, graphic organizers are new terms for traditional teaching a foreign language. They are being
approved by thousands of scholars and language teachers due to their motivating features in education. Most researches
are tended to the study of graphic organizers in reading classes or to improve reading skills as this kind of technique
puts information in a particular structure or scheme, concentrates on the relationships, etc.

Mastery of a new language vocabulary also requires great attention and memory. Besides, not all students are
active in learning a new word. That is why a teacher, namely a language teacher has to motivate his students using
challenging methods under visual principles. Due to graphic organizers, which help students to create mental image and
visualize association between vocabulary items and their primary, secondary as well as contextual meanings, learners
understand a new word in an interesting way that results in better memorization.

Most Uzbek students are shy by nature to express their ideas. Here, graphic organizers are great helpers in
learning, organizing and presenting their ideas in an organized way. This technique activates what students have in their
minds about the given word or expression and assists in acquiring new knowledge with fun.

Podcasts in English are not just listening activities for students to improve their conversation. The worksheets
and transcripts provide valuable English language lessons for learners and teachers of English at all levels.

A number of graphic organizers can be used in English lessons. Here are some graphic organizers that can
motivate students while learning a language through podcasts:
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According to their purpose graphic organizers may be of different types. For example, graphic organizers teaching
definition, description, association, comparison, contrast, categorization, etc. Graphically designed tools may be
demonstrated in the form of charts, graphs, maps, diagrams, scales, bubbles, different shapes or pictures and so forth.
“Graphic organizers guide learners’ thinking as they fill in and build upon a visual map or diagram. Graphic organizers
are some of the most effective visual learning strategies for students and are applied across the curriculum to enhance
learning and understanding of subject matter content. In a variety of formats dependent upon the task, graphic
organizers facilitate students’ learning by helping them identify areas of focus within a broad topic, such as a novel or
article. Because they help the learner make connections and structure thinking, students often turn to graphic organizers
for writing projects.”

Thus, with the help of this visual teaching strategy a teacher can introduce or revise new vocabulary words
organizing interesting pair or group activities or quizzes in the classroom. In such activities, especially if they are
organized in competitive mood, students become more active in having a deeper understanding about the word under
consideration, its meaning, relation with other words or expressions, synonyms and antonyms, and its place in a
sentence. In addition, they develop students’ critical thinking about the given word or expression.

Graphic organizers are effective educational tools for learning not only a foreign language, but also any subject
and at any age and ability level. The use of graphic organizers in vocabulary lessons as a vocabulary teaching means is
truly helpful to introduce a new vocabulary item and fix them in students’ memory.

4 http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/graphic-organizers
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All in all, podcasts as well as graphic organizers are modern educational tools that are in reality helpful in making

English classes successful. Applying podcasts with graphic organizers encourage students challenging them to try
something new, developing their learner autonomy; motivating them to engage with the broader English-speaking
world; facilitating their creative and critical thinking skills. Due to their structured and organized forms of graphic
organizers learners comprehend vocabulary, grammar and style of podcasts more easily and with fun.

Sources:

1. Podcasting History. How Can Podcasts Engage, Explain and Extend Student Thinking?
https://resources.newamericanhistory.org/for-educators-podcasting-history

2. William Yugsan-Gomez et al. Podcasts as an Educational Tool for EFL Educators. REIRE. ISSN: 2013-2255.
Universitat de Barcelona. Institut de Desenvolupament Professional. ICE.
https://carrerainglesuce.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/podcasts-as-an-educational-tool-for-efl-educators-2.pdf

3. Ramsay Lewis. The Ultimate Teacher’s Guide for How to Use Podcasts to Teach English
https://www.leonardoenglish.com/blog/teachers-guide-how-to-use-podcasts-to-teach-english

4. http://www.inspiration.com/visual-learning/graphic-organizers

5. https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Graphic-Organizers-for-Podcasts

4421



