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Abstract

The media has played a vital part in transforming the world into a global village and in bridging the communication
gap between people living in remote areas of the planet. By expressing it through various journalistic activities and
methodologies, the study hopes to increase understanding of the relevance of journalism among university
journalists/participants, as well as continue advocacy for social consciousness. The descriptive research approach
was used in this study because it attempted to provide answers to the questions of how something happened and who
was involved in the process. The study's design was intended to provide light on the extent to which Republic Act
No. 7079, An Act Provided for the Development and Promotion of Campus Journalism and for Other Purposes, was
being implemented on the eight campuses of Cagayan State University, according to the study's objectives. Cagayan
State University has implemented the provisions of Republic Act No. 7079 or Campus Journalism Act of 1991, on
student publications' editorial policies, implemented in terms of management of student publication funds,
implemented the provisions of RA 7079 on the selection and function of publication adviser, the provisions of RA
7079 on the selection and tenure of the editorial board and staff, the provisions on press conferences, training, and
other related matters. When preparing the yearly Student Publication Budget, the publication advisers must provide
guidance to the student publications editorial board on the fundamentals of journalism as well as technical skills
necessary to be a successful campus journalist.

Keyword: campus journalism, journalistic approaches, publication, editorial board

Introduction

The Philippine Government’s responsibility to uphold and protect the freedom of the press is enshrined in
its Constitution. As stated in Article IV, Section 9 of the Philippine Constitution, “no law shall be passed abridging
the freedom of speech and of the press.” Broadly speaking, freedom of the press may be defined as the right to
express and disseminate information and opinion through broadcast and print media. Thus, freedom of the press is
the lifeblood of any publications that is why most of the media people are guarded through this opportunity. They
can make or unmake people because they know they have the power to discern what should be done by airing their
opinions and sentiments for the common good(Ong, 2020).

Freedom of the press is not only ensured in mainstream media but also in school publications as this is
stipulated in Republic Act 7079 or better known as the Campus Journalism Act of 1991.Espoused by
Lombardo(2020)as campus journalists are enjoined to participate in nation-building by helping their communities,
they are given several opportunities to share their writing flair, manifest their leadership capabilities and discuss
relevant issues that concern them and their society. Believed by Caparaz(2012)truly, media has played a significant
role in making the world a global village and reducing the communication gaps amongst the people living in the far
areas. Unfortunately, media these days has become a commercialized sector, targeting the news which is hot and
good at selling. The goal behind it is to gain the television rating points (John, 2018).

The implementing rules and regulations of RA 7079 serves as a major venue for the exercise of campus
press freedom because the role of the press in shaping public opinion and the importance of maintaining the highest
standards of practice of the journalism profession are spelled out. These rules do not only guide campus journalists
but they reach the most colorful tradition of campus journalism in the country(Asperga, 2017). People place high
value on actionable Implementing Rules and Regulations and ones showing large changes in risk. Since a limited
number of research results are likely to meet these criteria, returning a small number of findings, may satisfy much
of the desire for IRR. This aims to promote understanding among campus journalists/ participants of the importance
of journalism by expressing it through different journalistic endeavors and approaches; sustain advocacy on social
consciousness; provide a venue for an enriching learning experience for pupils and students interested in pursuing
journalism as a career; promote responsible journalism and fair and ethical use of social media; and enhance
journalistic competence and selection(Carlsson & Weibull,2018).

Statement of the Problem
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The study endeavored to determine the extent of implementation of Republic Act No. 7079, otherwise known
as Campus Journalism Act of 1991, in Cagayan State University.
Specifically, it sought to answer the following:

What is the respondents’ profile in terms of campus?

What is the extent of the implementation of Republic Act No. 7079 in terms of:

determination of editorial policies,

management of student publication funds,

. selection and function of publication adviser,

RESEARCH METHODS

Research Design

This study employed the descriptive research design as it aimed to provide answers to the questions of how
something happened and who was involved. With this design, the study purported to shed light on the extent of
implementation of Republic Act No.7079, An Act Provided for the Development and Promotion of Campus
Journalism and for Other Purposes, in the eight campuses of Cagayan State University.

Respondents of the Study

The respondents of the study were the following: publication advisers, editors- in- chief, managing editors
and 11-15 selecteded regular members which composed of news editor, feature editor, sports editor,
writers/contributors of the student publication’s editorial board and staff from each of the eight campuses of
Cagayan State University, namely: Andrews, Carig, Piat, Lallo, Gonzaga, Aparri, Lasam and Sanchez Mira. Two-
thirds of the total population of student publication editorial board and staff, as suggested by the researcher’s
statistician, was purposively sampled to represent the group; hence, the least number of respondents from each
campus is 14 while the highest is 18.

Instrumentation

The study used a two-part self-made questionnaire that elicited the following: 1) extent of implementation
of the stipulations/provisions of Republic Act No. 7079, and 2) problems encountered by the campus journalists in
the implementation of Republic Act No. 7079.

Data Gathering Procedure

The researcher has undertaken the following steps:

1. The researcher sent a letter to the Campus Executive Officers of the eight campuses to ask permission to
administer the questionnaires to the concerned publication advisers, editors- in- chief, managing editors and
selected regular staffers (news editor, feature editor, sports editor, reporters and contributors).

2. The researcher personally administered the questionnaire to the respondents.

3. The data were encoded and submitted to the statistician for statistical analysis using the SPSS software.

Data Analysis

The researcher used the following statistical tools to analyze and interpret the data:

Frequency Count and Percentage Distribution. This was used to describe the population of the study and to
describe the respondents’ responses in the second part of the questionnaire.

Weighted Mean.was used to ascertain the extent of implementation of the provisions/ stipulations of
Republic Act No. 7079 in terms of: determination of editorial policies, management of student publication funds,
selection and function of publication adviser, selection and tenure of the editorial board and staff, and participation
in press conferences, trainings and seminars.

Analysis of Variance . This was used to ascertain whether or not there is a significant difference on the
extent of implementation of RA 7079 when grouped according to campus at 0.05 level of significance.

oo o

Mean Interval

2.34-3.00
1.67-2.33

1.00-1.66
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Discussion of Results and Findings
The data gleaned from the questionnaire and the findings are presented and discussed in this chapter.
Moreover, the offshoot of this pilot study, Proposed Student Publications’ Operational Plan for Cagayan State
University, is discussed in detail.
Respondents’ Profile Grouped According to Campus
Table 1. Distribution of Respondents According to Campus

Campus Frequency Percentage
CSU Andrews 14 11.02
CSU Carig 16 12.60
CSU Lal-lo 16 12.60
CSU Piat 18 14.17
CSU Aparri 16 12.60
CSU Gonzaga 15 11.81
CSU Lasam 16 12.60
CSU Sanchez Mira 16 12.60
Total 127 100.0

The data in Table 1 show that majority or 63% of the eight campuses have 16 respondents. CSU Piat
campus has the highest with 18 or 14.17% while CSU Andrews has the lowest with 14 or 11.02%. These imply that
the number of students in the editorial board and staff vary depending on the population of the campus.

Student Publications on the Implementation of R.A. 7079
Table 2. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Andrews

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16

1. The editorial board freely
determines/modifies its editorial policies (e.g.
frequency of publication and manner of | 3.00 Implemented
selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial

policies (e.g. frequency of publication and | 2.81 Partially Implemented
manner of selecting articles.
Category Mean 291 Implemented

Table 2 reveal that Cagayan State University-Andrews Campus has “implemented” the provisions of
Republic Act No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991, on the student publications’ editorial policies. This
suggests that the campus journalists, specifically the members of the editorial board, could determine or modify, the
availability of editorial policies such as the manner of selecting articles, frequency of publication, number of
publications to be published, etc. As provided in Rule 111, Sec 1 of the Rules and Regulations for the Implementation
of Republic Act. No. 7079, it can be inferred that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University- Andrews
campus are empowered to operate and manage their student publication as long as they take into account pertinent
laws as well as the school administration’s policies.

Table 3. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Carig
Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16

1. The  editorial board  freely
determines/modifies its editorial policies
(e.g. frequency of publication and manner | 3.00 Implemented
of selecting articles) when needed.
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2. The editorial board observes its

editorial policies (e.g. frequency of | 2.88 Implemented
publication and manner of selecting

articles.)

Category Mean 2.94 Implemented

Table 3 show that Cagayan State University-Carig Campus has “implemented” the provisions of Republic
Act No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991, on student publications’ editorial policies. This implies that the
campus journalists know the editorial policies and the selection of articles as stated in Rule III, Sec 1 of the Rules
and Regulations for the Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. It further tells that the campus journalists of
Cagayan State University-Carig are given the authority to operate their student publication as long as they take into
account pertinent laws and policies.

Table 4. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Lal-lo

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16

1. The editorial board freely
determines/modifies its editorial policies
(e.g. frequency of publication and manner of | 3.00 Implemented
selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial
policies (e.g. frequency of publication and
manner of selecting articles. 2.94 Implemented
Category Mean 2.97 Implemented

Table 4 show that Cagayan State University-Lal-lo Campus has “implemented” the provisions of Republic
Act No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This means that the campus
journalists know the editorial policies and the selection of articles as stated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations
for the Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079.  This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State
University-Lal-lo are given full authority to operate as long as they follow the laws and policies.

Table 5. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Piat

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16
1 The editorial board freely | 2.81 Implemented

determines/modifies its editorial policies
(e.g. frequency of publication and manner
of selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial | 2.81 Implemented
policies (e.g. frequency of publication and
manner of selecting articles.

Category Mean 2.81 Implemented

Table 5 stress that Cagayan State University-Piat Campus has “implemented” the provisions of Republic
Act No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This indicates that the campus
journalists master the editorial policies that are indicated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations for the
Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University-
Piat are given full authority to operate for as long as they follow laws and policies.

Table 6. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Aparri

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16

1. The  editorial  board  freely 3.00 Implemented

determines/modifies its editorial policies
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(e.g. frequency of publication and manner
of selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial | 2.88 Implemented
policies (e.g. frequency of publication and
manner of selecting articles.

Category Mean 2.94 Implemented

Table 6 illustrate that Cagayan State University-Aparri has “implemented” the provisions of Republic Act
No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This specifies that the campus
journalists master the editorial policies that are indicated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations for the
Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University-
Aparri are given full authority to operate for as long as it follows laws and policies.
Table 7. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Gonzaga

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
N=16

1. The editorial board freely
determines/modifies its  editorial
policies (e.g. frequency  of | 2.81 Implemented
publication and manner of selecting
articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its

editorial policies (e.g. frequency of | 2.63 Implemented
publication and manner of selecting

articles.

Category Mean 2.72 Implemented

Table 7 reveal that Cagayan State University-Gonzaga has “implemented” the provisions of Republic Act
No. 7079, or Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This indicates that the campus
journalists master the editorial policies that are indicated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations for the
Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University-
Gonzaga are given full authority to operate as long as they follow laws and policies.

Table 8. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Lasam

Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
1. The editorial board freely | 2.88 Implemented
determines/modifies its editorial policies
(e.g. frequency of publication and manner of
selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial | 3.00 Implemented
policies (e.g. frequency of publication and
manner of selecting articles.

Category Mean 2.94 Implemented

Table 8 show that Cagayan State University-Lasam Campus has “implemented” the provisions of Republic
Act No. 7079, Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This indicates that the campus
journalists master the editorial policies that are indicated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations for the
Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University-
Lasam are given full authority to operate as long as they follow the laws and policies.

Table 9. Determination of Editorial Policies on R.A. 7079 of CSU Sanchez Mira
Item Weighted Mean Descriptive Interpretation
1. The editorial board freely | 3.00 Implemented
determines/modifies its editorial policies (e.g.
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frequency of publication and manner of
selecting articles) when needed.

2. The editorial board observes its editorial | 3.00 Implemented
policies (e.g. frequency of publication and
manner of selecting articles.

Category Mean 3.00 Implemented

Table 9 present that Cagayan State University-Sanchez Mira has “implemented” the provisions of Republic
Act No. 7079, Campus Journalism Act of 1991 on the determination of policies. This indicates that the campus
journalists master the editorial policies that are indicated in Rule III of the Rules and Regulations for the
Implementation of Republic Act. No.7079. This conveys that the campus journalists of Cagayan State University-
Sanchez Mira are given full authority to operate as long as they follow the laws and policies.

This revealed that Cagayan State University has “implemented” the provisions of Republic Act No. 7079,
Campus Journalism Act of 1991, on student publications’ editorial policies.This suggests that the campus
journalists, specifically the members of the editorial board, could determine—or modify, if the editorial policies are
already available—the editorial policies of the student publication, such as the manner of selecting articles,
frequency of publication, number of publications to be published, etc. As provided for in Rule III of the Rules and
Regulations for the Implementation of Republic Act. No. 7079, it can be inferred that the campus journalists of
Cagayan State University are empowered to operate and manage their student publication as long as they take into
account pertinent laws as well as the school administration’s policies.

Conclusion
In the light of the findings, the following conclusions are drawn:

1. Cagayan State University successfully implemented Republic Act No. 7079, or the Campus Journalism Act of
1991.

2. The implementation of Republic Act No. 7079 does not vary at all among the eight campuses of Cagayan State
University.

3. The CSU campus journalists encounter some problems on the implementation of RA 7079 with regard to the
determination of policies, management of student publication funds, the selection of publication adviser, and the
unavailability of a room that may serve as student publications office.

Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of this study, the following recommendations are presented:

1. The Student Affairs unit of Cagayan State University should conduct a seminar on Republic Act No. 7079.

2. The publication advisers must guide the student publications editorial board in preparing the annual Student
Publication Budget to train the campus journalists on the basic mechanism and technical skills in journalism.
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