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Abstract

Background: Childabusemeansanyactorfailuretoacton thepartofaparentorcaretakerwhich results in death, serious
physical and emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation @an act or failure to act that presentsrisks or serious
harm. It includesphysicalviolence(75%), sexualmolestation(20%), mentalandemotional(5%)maltreatment with
negligence, deprivation, and lack of opportunity. the children areabused at home school. In daycare centers and
working place the caretakers and otheradults. Objectives, to assess the knowledge of mothers regarding
childabuse, find out the association between the knowledge of mothers and selected socio-demographicvariable,
and prepare an information booklet on child abuse.Results:Resultsshowedthat the majority71% of mothers
hadmoderate knowledge,17% ofmothers had inadequate knowledge and only 12% of mothers had adequate
knowledge regarding child abuse. Findings revealed that age of the mothers, gender of
children,educationalstatus,occupationofmothers,historyofsubstanceabuseinthefamily,typeof family, family
income, number of children, and grade of the child was statistically nonsignificantassociated at p<0.05 level with
the level of knowledge of mothers regardingchild abuse Conclusion: The results showed that71% mothers
hadmoderate  knowledge, 17%  mothers had inadequate  knowledge and only 12%
mothershadadequateknowledgeaboutchildabuse. Thestudysuggeststhatmothersshouldbealerttophysical,psychologic
al,andsexualabuseandeducationalprogrammers’ must be conducted at schools and community areas to develop
theirknowledgeand perception about thepreventionofchild abuse.
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Introduction:

Child abuseconstitutes inform of physical and or emotional ill-
treatment,sexualabusenegligenttreatment,orcommercialorotherexploitationresulting in actual or potential harm to
the child’shealth, survival, development, or ndignity in the context of a relationship of responsibility, trust or
power child abuse has a serious physical and psycho-social consequence which adversely affects the health
andoverallwellbeing ofachild. ‘Child abuse is a major global problem and all communities are faced with
variousfrom of it this phenomenon can be investigated from verbal physical, emotional andsexual aspects.? The
first documented case of child abuse occurred in New York
in1874. Thefactorsbelievedtocontributetochildmaltreatmentwerepoverty,drugs,andteenpregnancy.*Accordingto the
nationalchildabuseandneglectdatasystem(NCANDS) 2015, 49statesreported are total of 1,585 fatalities. Based on
thesedata a nationally estimated 1,670children died from abuse or neglect in 2015, which is 5.7%more in than
2011. Thistranslates to a rate of 2.25 children per 100,000 children in the general population and anaverageof
nearly 5 children dying every day fromabuse.*

Methods and Materials: The researcher selected 100motherswith children 5-14year are residing
invillagesWaghodia Vadodara.These sites were chosen therefor their convenience for the current study.An
evaluative approach with a pre-experimental one-group per- test-posttest design is used in this study to evaluate
the effectiveness of the booklet onchild abuse. The sample size selected for the present study was100 mothers
withchildren of 5-14 years was included for this study. The samples were selected by using the non-Probability
convenient samplingtechnique. The sample size was determined by statistical formula with a 5 % error
margin.The data  collection period was from 10/5/2021 to 18/6/2021. At the end
ofthedatacollection,therespondentswere thanked for their co-operation. The data were analyzed with descriptive
and inferential statistics

Result- Analysis,and interpretation of the data were done to evaluate the effectiveness of the booklet on
knowledge of child abuse among mothers.

Tablel:Distribution ofsocio-demographicvariables

N=100

DemographicVariables Frequency Percentage
Ageofthemother 21-30Years 42 42 %
31-40Years 28 28 %
41-50Years 30 30 %
GenderOfThe Male > o1 %
Children Female 49 49 %
NoFormalEducation 42 42 %
EducationalStatus | FormalEducation 34 34 %
HighSchool 24 24 %
Housewife 42 42 %
PrivateEmployed 38 38 %
Occupation GovernmentEmployed 20 20 %
Self-Employed 00 0%
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Father 39 39 %
History Mother 25 25 %
;)t:sel:::ﬁ;ceabuse in Brother/Sister 13 13 %
Others 23 23 %
Nuclear 50 50 %
Typeoffamily Joint 50 50 %
Lessthan5000 48 48 %
5001-10000 30 30 %
Family Income 10001-15000 22 22%
>20000 00 0%
One 31 31%
Number ofChildren | TWO 33 33%
Threeandabove 36 36 %
Preschool 37 37 %
Pre-Primary 27 27 %
Gradeofchild PrimarySchool 25 25%
HighSchool 11 11%
Table 2: Frequency and percentage distribution of level of knowledge of mothersregarding child abuse.
N=100
Levelofknowledge Frequency Percentage Mean SD
InadequateKnowledge 17 17%
ModerateKnowledge 71 71% 14.64 4.208
AdequateKnowledge 12 12%

Results showed that the majority 71% of mothers had moderateknowledge, 17% of mothers had inadequate
knowledge and only 12% of mothers hadadequateknowledgeregarding child abuse.
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Table 3: Association between the level of knowledge of mothers regarding child

Distributionoflevelof knowledgeofmothersregarding childabuse

abusewithselecteddemographicvariables N=100
) _ Levelofknowledge Chi P
Demographicvariables Inadequate | Moderate | Adequate | value df Value
21-30Years 6 33 3 2471 | 4 ]0.650"
Ageofthemoth 31-40Years 5 19 4
er
41-50Years 6 19 5
Male 0950 | 2 [0.622"
Genderof ! 37 !
thechildren Female 10 34 5
No FormalEducation 1.019 | 4 |0.907™
7 29 6
Educationalstat ;
o Formal Education 5 26 3
HighSchool 5 16 3
Housewife 6 30 6
S 5.057 | 4 |0.281"°
rivateEmploye 10 25 3
Occupation
GovernmentEmploye 1 16 3
d
Self-Employed - - -
History Father 4 30 5
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ofsubstanceabu | Mother 7 18 0 8343 | 6 |0.214"
se in thefamily. | —

sister/brother 2 9 2
others 4 14 5
Nuclear 1.073 | 2 | 0.964"
Typeof 9 35 6
Lessthan5000 8 32 8
5001-10000
i 7 22 1
Familyinco NS
me 10001-15000 2 17 3 4590 | 4 0.332
>20000 . _ -
One 2 25 4
Two 6 23 4
Number 4127 | 4 | 0389
ofchildren
Threeandabove 9 23 4
PreSchool 6 26 5
Pre-Primary 7 18 2
Grade of _
Child Primary 2 19 4 3.602 6 | 0.730™
School
High
School 2 8 1

Resultsshowed that age of the mothers, gender of children, educational status, occupation ofmothers, history of
substance abuse in the family, type of family, family income,number of children, and grade of the child were
statistically non-significantassociations atp<0.05level with the level of knowledgeofmothers regarding child
abuse.

Discussion:This study aims to assess the knowledge of mothers regarding child abuse. A
totalsampleofl00motherswithchildren5-14yearsof agewereselectedbyusinga convenientsampling technique. The
tool consists of socio-demographic variables and a structuredknowledge questionnaire was used to collect the
data. The data was organized andanalyzedusing descriptiveand inferential statistics. Results showed that the
majority 71% of mothers had moderate knowledge, 17%
ofmothershadinadequateknowledgeandonly12%ofmothershadadequateknowledgeregarding child abuse.a similar
study was conducted to assess the knowledge regarding child abuseamong mothers of school-going children.
Results showed that 54% had averageknowledge, 34% had good knowledge and 12% had poor knowledge
regarding  childabuse.Anotherstudywasconductedtoassesstheknowledgeregardingchildabuseamongmothers  of
preschoolers. Results showed thatthere was no association between thelevelof knowledge and the selected socio-
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demographic variable (p-value of 0.05)Another study was conducted to assess the knowledge of mothers
regarding childabuse. Findings showed that there was no significant association found between
age,education,occupation,andsourceofinformationofmotherswithselecteddemographicvariables.Another study was
conducted to assess the level of knowledge regarding childabuse among mothers. Findings showedthat 85% had
moderatelyadequateknowledgeand 15%hadinadequateknowledgeregarding child abuse.Conclusion:The results of
the present study showed that71% of mothers had moderate knowledge,
17%ofmothershadinadequateknowledgeandonlyl2%ofmothershadadequateknowledge regarding child abuse.
Findings concluded that mothers were lackingknowledge regarding child abuse and this could be the reason they
ignore takingpreventivemeasures wheretheirchildren could beavictim of childabuse.
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