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Abstract

The manifestations of luxury and extravagance were manifested in the court of the marine Mamluk
sultans, who lived a luxurious and affordable life away from the life of the common people. And
perhaps their expenditures were symbolic politically, to prove their status and authority before the
peoples and their rulers, as the protectors of the Islamic religion, and to highlight the role of Cairo as an
important capital among the capitals of the Arab world; On the contrary, their indifferent expenditures
led to a deficit in the financial budget of the Mamluk state, and thus an economic crisis in the country.
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INTRODUCTION

The extravagance of the Mamluk sultans in their lavish expenses is one of the things that leads to an
economic crisis in the country, especially since these sultans did not care about these excessive
amounts of state money, as their concern was to highlight their influence and their position to appear
before the Islamic world with the appearance of greatness and pomp, in return ignoring what This
results in extravagance in their expenditures, which undoubtedly have a significant impact on their
financial budget, and consequently the deterioration of their economic conditions.

The research was divided into two axes, the first axis dealing with the definition of extravagance
linguistically and idiomatically, while the second axis talked about the expenses of the marine Mamluk
sultans.

First, the definition of extravagance:

Extravagance in language: extravagance, extravagance, extravagance, going beyond the intention in
eating what God has permitted, and it means waste @-

Extravagance idiomatically: It is that a man eats what is permissible for him beyond moderation, and
the amount of need, and it is known that it is spending something on what is required in excess of what
is required, and it exceeds the quantity and exceeds the limit in spending money @, Eat and drink, and
do not be extravagant, for He does not like the wasteful ©,

The sultans of the MamlukBahri state were famous for their extravagance and extravagance with
money that exceeded what the country had in previous eras, and the fees and costs of the Mamluk court
varied in a way that was not previously known™, and perhaps what encouraged these sultans to a life of
extravagance and extravagance is the availability of large and multiple financial resources that come to
Egypt and the Levant Including its control over the ports and routes of the Indian trade caravans to
Europe, and their imposition on this trade of fees and taxes they like, in addition to the taxes taken from
Christian pilgrims, in addition to the agricultural and industrial wealth of the country. They were
known for balance and preservation of money, while the life of luxury, extravagance, extravagance and
promiscuity was common in the era of Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad and his children and grandchildren
after him ©,

Second: The expenses of the marine Mamluk Sultans:

There were many aspects of the expenses of the Mamluk sultans, and at the forefront of these
government expenditures and extravagances, as mentioned by Ibn Habib:
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1. Selling Expenses:

It is known that the sultans of the BahriMamluks, since the beginning of their state, tried to legitimize
their rule. The sultan had no real authority unless he obtained a legal status from the Caliph. The main
thing is to pledge allegiance to the Sultan, to prove his legitimacy in ruling, so the pledge: is the pledge
of obedience and satisfaction with the acceptance of the person who is pledged allegiance to him as a
ruler of the Muslims, and among the expenses that take place in the pledge of allegiance to the Mamluk
sultans is what is known as the emblem of the Sultanate or the pledge of allegiance, which is the money
that the Sultan pays to the Caliph when he takes over the Sultanate It was customary to pay a sum of
one thousand dinars to the Caliph in return for his pledge of allegiance ©, and a great celebration takes
place on this day, and the official emblem of the Sultanate was the Sultan’s wearing a black round
turban woven with gold threads, a black meal with decorated and gilded edges with wide sleeves, and
under it a shield ” They are black, purple or green in color, as the sultan was not wearing clothes of a
military nature but of a religious nature, with a gilded belt with a sword hung, as well as a gold collar
on his neck, as well as a gold chain that the sultan wears on his legs. He claimed that he is one of the
Mamluks, as they did not reject their origins, and the sultan rides his horse with a black cloth around
his neck, and on the horse with a black hoodie®, and they go out in a large procession in Cairo carrying
the tradition with them, and it is in a silk bag and is placed on the head of the vizier, and Cairo is
decorated. And then distribute the khul’ and gifts to the princes and officials, and then extend a great
feast to the statesmen, notables, judges and jurists, and this slogan was a custom and common practice
among all the Mamluk sultans ©,

It is clear from the foregoing that the many expenses and extravagance in these celebrations and the
common traditions of the Sultanate’s emblem decrees through the khul’, the honors granted, and the
feasts held after the Sultan’s assumption of the affairs of the state, which costs the state huge sums of
money and therefore constitutes a burden in its finances, especially the large number of marine
Mamluk sultans who took over the affairs of the state. Sultanate for a short period of time.

2. Dislocation and discharge expenses:

It means the gifts and grants that the Sultan enjoys on all statesmen and employees of different classes
and positions, and they are different and varied according to the positions and status of the princes and
employees of the Sultan. The khula is a cape @9, or it includes various garments such as golden belts,
caps AV, fabrics, money and horses, and sometimes it contains weapons, ornate and gilded horse coats,
or knight's armor and other honours; For this reason, historians have unanimously named it in one title,
which is khul’ and cherif, and these khul” and cherifs are a common and usual gift and grant from the
sultan, as state officials considered them to be a right of their acquired rights as their pensions alike®?,
and these khul’ and honorifics were presented on multiple and different occasions, including when
Assuming the throne, as the awards of honors reach up to one thousand two hundred honors on this day
are given to all the men of the kingdom, and it is also granted on holidays and days of rotation of the
pilgrimage center ), fulfilling the Nile and in victories in battles, when the Sultan travels and goes out
to hunt and at the time of the Sultan playing football, in addition to that It was not granted to statesmen
only, but was bestowed upon the state's guests, refugees and merchants @),

Al-Qalgashandi mentions the many extravagances of the sultans with these expenses and blessings:
“The owner of Egypt in that had the upper hand, until its door remained a market in which everyone
who was brought in spends, and people came from every country until it almost exhausted the
kingdom, and paid its proceeds to the end... It was tired of those who came after him. from the
abundance of charity” (%),

In the year 708 AH / 1308 AD, when Sultan Al MudhaffarRukn Al-Din Baybars Al Jashankir®® took
over the Sultanate, he granted statesmen and officials a large number of honors, amounting to one
thousand two hundred honors, and a fiefdom of one hundred knights, as the Sultanate had not
witnessed such before @7,

Perhaps the intention of these gifts and grants to princes and state officials is to unite souls and hearts
towards the Sultan, to avoid disturbances and strife by senior princes because they see that they are
equal and there is no preference for one over the other, so the Sultan intended to win their favor, by
distributing honors and khul’ them, but these gifts and grants were disbursedlt owed enormous and
huge funds, and it constituted a great burden on the shoulders of the Mamluk state.

3. The oaths expenses 1©):

The sultans are the banquets and banquets that the sultan holds in the citadel. The conditions of the
sultan’s kitchen in the marine era of the Mamluks fluctuated from one sultan to another between
narrowness and breadth according to the conditions of the state. The beds were stretched five times a
day, and the conditions of the royal kitchen were very extensive, as they consumed centimeters of
agricultural crops and foodstuffs such as rice, ghee, all kinds of meat, vegetables and fruits of all
shapes and sizes, spices, incense, firewood, and all that required these fabrics. One of the most

6358



International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)
DOI:10.9756/INTJECSE/V1415.790 ISSN: 1308-5581 Vol 14, Issue 05 2022

important facilities established by the sultan is the day he assumed the sultanate®®. It was a custom
followed by all sultans by extending a great slate in which the caliph, princes, soldiers and judges sit,
and at their head the sultan, in addition to the slate extended in the marriage of the sultans’ sons, as the
sultans exaggerated their extravagance in the marriage of their sons @9, as well as the The flags that are
extended on the day of the Sultan’s recovery or his return from travel, in the month of Ramadan, after
military victories, when the royal processions pass, or on the day of the opening of mosques and
schools @V,

From the foregoing, it is clear from the many expenses used by the Mamluk sultans in these dishes,
which were supplied five times per day, and the exaggeration of the extravagance of its components,
which exceeded the limit of imagination, such as meat, vegetables, and grains, as well as the sugar that
is used in sweets and drinks, there is no doubt that it Affects the deterioration of the financial situation
of the state, especially in times of crisis.

4. Hajj bearer expenses:

After research and study, it is clear that the marine Mamluk sultans did not tend to perform the Hajj,
despite their large numbers and the duration of their rule, which lasted for more than a century. The
duty of Hajj, as he went to perform the rituals of Hajj three times during the period of his rule.

The Mamluk sultans took great care in preparing the Hajj caravans, supplying and spending on them
before their departure and during the course of these processions, for their safety and their access to the
land of the Two Holy Mosques, especially since these caravans go on remote and rugged desert roads,
so care and attention to them was necessary, but they exaggerated to the extent of its extravagance ?2.
The pilgrimage procession in Egypt had great importance, especially since the era of the Fatimids, and
the curtain of the Kaaba was sent from it to Mecca, after it was sent from Damascus and Baghdad in
the era of the Umayyads and Abbasids, and it was called in that era the Shamsiya, as Sultan Al-
ZahirBaybars was the first to organize the sending of the Kaaba curtain In the Mamluk era, it was
called the kiswa®® or the mahmal, and it was not known before that by this name. It was made of atlas
silk cloth bearing the emblem of the Abbasids and decorated with the verses of Hajj in yellow hairy
gold, and engraved on the top of the sultan's name. The cladding is placed over the camel on a
pyramidal structure Above it is a dome coated with silver and covered with a silk membrane. What is
known as the rotation of the loader is done, the purpose of which is to display the clothing to the people
and urge them to perform the Hajj ¢.

And there was an annual tradition of a celebration held in Cairo, when a caller would call out three
days ago and decorate the houses, shops and markets, and the people would go from all directions,
even from the countryside, to witness this celebration, and perhaps the gathering of people on those
days only indicates the extent of the Mamluks’ interest in this occasion, as it was happening It contains
many pleasantries, wonders, burning oil, and games that were not entrusted to them before @9,

It seems that the Mamluk sultans used Al-Mahmal Al-Sultani as a political symbol to show their
influence and prestige before the Arab kings and rulers as the protectors of the Islamic religion and the
caliphate in Egypt, as well as highlighting the role of Cairo among the capitals of the Islamic world.
Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad, in Dhu al-Qa’dah 712 AH/1312 AD, went to perform the Hajj, and this
was his first Hajj. And those who are cut off and the weak with water, provisions, drinks, drugs,
medicines, those who are forced, the likes, the guides, the writers, the imams, the muezzins, the judges,
the witnesses, the princes, the soldiers, the trustees, the washers of the dead, all of them in the most
perfect dress and the most pompous @3, and after their arrival in Mecca they circumambulated the
honorable Kaaba and he was received by the judges and jurists of Mecca and all the people and all the
people, and he was kind to them. There, Kardar® was watching Sultan Al-Nasir, six hundred dirhams
of silver, and after they finished the pilgrimage, they returned to Damascus and then to Cairo with an
easy trip @,

Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad went in the year 719 AH / 1319 AD to perform his second Hajj. In
celebration of the Sultan’s desire for his second Hajj, in addition to the judges, jurists and notables,
they celebrated a great celebration®®, and the pilgrimage convoy was equipped with all the needs of
the Sultan, his followers and his companions, of all kinds of foods and drinks®". Of copper and silver,
he sent camels to carry them, and he carried from the Nile River money that sufficed them all on their
travels®®, stay and during their return, in addition, he prepared five hundred camels to carry sweets and
fruits, and took with them of the sheep that sufficed them for their going and their return, and
slaughtered some of them in Mina, and he prepared one hundred and thirty thousand ardebs?®) of
wheat, and he took countless quantities of barley, and brought thirteen lambs from al-Mahayer and al-
Magira, in which basil and all kinds of vegetables were grown, and brought one hundred and eighty
camels to carry grains, almonds, and strawberries.Apple and all that the kitchen needs®®, and he
prepared of birds a thousand geese and three thousand chickens, and he prepared for the princes fodder
for their animals, so his preparations for this trip were great®, and he was not prepared by a sultan or
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king like him, in addition®, he spread great sums on everyone who was with him, so he gave the
soldiers three hundred dirhams and to the princes The tens are three thousand dirhams, and the sums of
some of them reached twenty thousand dirhams. Moreover, he gave the people of the Two Holy
Mosques so much money that he enriched the poor and met their needs, and then he returned to Cairo
and the period of his absence was forty-three days ©%,

In the year 732 AH / 1332 AD, Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad decided to go to the Hijaz to perform his
third Hajj. He was accompanied by a large group of princes, judges and jurists. He was accompanied
by seventy princes and many scholars of the four schools of thought. ¢4

Hence, it is clear how much Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad paid attention to the people of Hijaz to win
their affection and get close to them, not only in order to gain power, but also to protect it and his
religious sentiments and to increase the prestige of the Mamluk state in the hearts of Muslims. From
this, it becomes clear how much the Mamluks paid great attention to the pilgrimage of the sultans, in
decorating and spending lavish money to improve the image and shape of this occasion in front of the
people, which raises astonishment and wonder, which led to the cost of the state huge money, which
undoubtedly affected its financial budget.

5. The expenses of the marriage of the sons of the sultans:

The manifestations of pomp and grandeur were manifested in the court of the Mamluk sultans, who
lived a luxurious and rich life far from the life of the common people. The Mamluk sultans married
their sons and daughters at an early age, and their marriage was sometimes based on political interests
with the aim of consolidating their relationship with the princes®. Anouk was more than ten years old,
and he worked for him a great wedding®®, as his wife's dowry was twelve thousand dinars of gold, two
hundred and fifty kinds of silk clothes, a hundred processional candles, three bridle saddle horses, a
hundred nevi ©” of musk, and a thousand Mithgal of raw amber, and five Mamluks, each carrying a
bukja®®, and this wedding was attended by a large crowd of princes and statesmen with their women
and all people of different classes, and the Sultan ordered the attendance of all the owners of nightclubs
and dances in Cairo, and the celebration of this wedding lasted for seven days and nights®® On the
seventh day, the Sultan came to the door of the palace, and Prince Anouk sat in front of him, and gold
and silver were sprinkled on him. Gold and silver over the singers, and at the wedding of the bride, the
sultan sat down and took off all the princes and the owners of jobs and positions with their families,
and he proceeded to each of the women of the princes to pack what she wanted from the cloth, and thus
this wedding was one of the famous and unforgettable weddings in the Mamluk era, due to the large
number of extravagances that took place. It was done from the state’s treasury, as huge sums were
spent on this marriage in addition to food expenses, as more than twenty thousand heads of cows,
sheep, horses, chickens and geese were slaughtered in it, and sweets and drinks were extravagant in
sugar, more than eighteen thousand quintals®?. As for the gift of the bride and her father, it amounted
to one thousand dinars, in addition to that, Prince Anouk was blessed with the fief of Prince
Moghlatai®® after his death “2,

It turns out that the expenses of marriage, extravagance and extravagance are usually followed by the
Mamluk sultans and bragged about it, to raise their status in front of society, but they are exaggerated,
as they surprise those who see and hear them, and they certainly affect the state budget.

6. Gift Expenses:

The Mamluk state was distinguished by its prosperity, as well as a life of opulence and luxury in its
expenditures, and its sultans were distinguished by their generosity and giving to their princes and
those close to them and those who took refuge in them, so they gave them countless gifts and blessings.
An ambassador from the Mughal countries in the year 721 AH/ 1321 AD, on behalf of their king, Abu
Saeed “® went to Egypt to pave the way for negotiation and reconciliation between the Mongols and
the Mamluks, and an agreement was reached between them to spread peace between the two states.
The value of the gifts amounted to forty thousand dinars, including Qargalat“® and a Tatar Qiba, and
fifty camels and many horses %),

Likewise, Sultan al-Nasir also bestowed on Prince Hussam al-Din Muhanna®, and his family,
relatives and friends, about a hundred honors, as well as fabrics, gold and silver, and he was cut off
from several villages as well, and that was in the year 733 AH / 1332 AD 7,

It is clear that these extravagant and exaggerated expenditures in gifts cost the state huge money, and it
is certain that it constitutes a burden on its treasury and thus leads to an economic crisis in the state,
especially in times of hardship and famine.

7. Urban Expenditures:

The manifestations of extravagance in the era of the Maritime Mamluks are clearly evident in the
extravagant and luxurious life they lived, which also appeared clearly in the buildings and structures
they built, especially religious buildings, as mosques, schools and gorges “® abounded in that era,
some of which continued to the present time, especially In the era of Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad, who
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built nearly fifty-four schools and a mosque “9, in addition, Sultan Al-Nasir Hassan bin Muhammad
bin Qalawun®® built a mosque in the year 757 AH / 1357 AD, which is known as the Sultan Hassan
Group. He is comparable to him in construction, and he was extravagant in his expenses, as it
amounted to twenty thousand dirhams per day, which was spent on his building, in addition to a
thousand weights of gold.It was three years that did not stop even for one day, meaning that the total
costs of its building reached twenty million dirhams, and it was one of the most expensive edifices in
Egypt in its expenses, so that Sultan Al-Nasir Hassan said about it, if it were not for it to be said that
the Sultan of Egypt was unable to complete its construction, | would have stopped working in it for
many What he spent on Y and thus the expenses of the sultans were high, which they take from the
treasury with their few imports, and this was shown through the investment account © in the year 745
AH /1344 AD, as their imports were fifteen million dirhams, and their expenditures were thirty million
dirhams ©9),

Al-Magrizi describes the reason for this deficit, which is due to the large number of expenses and
bids®¥, and the high expenses for necessities, as the expenses of a day amounted to twenty-two
thousand dirhams. Temporary attempts to no avail®,

Conclusion:

From the foregoing, the clear and vast difference between expenditures and revenues is evident through
the large number of spent and huge funds that the Mamluk sultans were wasting and bragging about in
spending and indifferent to it. Obvious extravagance and extravagance.
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(45) 1bn Habib, Tadhkirat al-Nabih, Volume 2, p. 115; See: Al-Magrizi, Al-Suluk, vol.3, p. 35.

(46) Husam Al-Din bin Muhanna: He is the Emir of the Arabs Husam Al-Din Muhanna bin Isa bin
Muhanna bin Mani’ bin Hudhaifa, he died in the year 735 AH / 1334 AD and he was eighty years old,
he was a venerable prince with opinions and politics. Ibn Habib, Tadhkirat Al-Nabih, VVolume 2, p.264;
See: Al-Magrizi, Al-Suluk, vol.3, p. 192.

(47) Ibn Habib, Tadhkirat al-Nabih, Volume 2, p. 248; lbn AibK. Al-Dawadari, Kenz Al-Durar,
Volume 9, pg. 379.

(48) Al-Khawaniq: singular: khangah, a Persian word meaning “house.” It is a center in which Sufism
ceases to worship. It first arose in Islam in the fourth century of immigration, and the first to modernize
the gorges in Egypt was Sultan Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi. It was established in 569 AH / 1173 AD. Al-
Magrizi, Al-Suluk, Vol. 1, p. 182; Al-Hajji, Nasser's Life, Pictures from the Arab-Islamic Civilization
in the Mamluk Sultanate, 1st Edition (Kuwait: Dar Al-Qalam, 1412 AH /1992 AD), p. 160.

(49) Atta, Economic Crises, p. 112.

(50) Al-Nasir Hassan bin Muhammad bin Qalawun: He is Sultan Badr Al-Din Abu Al-Maali Al-Nasir
Hassan bin Al-Nasir Muhammad bin Qalawun, the eighth son of Sultan Al-Nasir Muhammad bin
Qalawun, born in 735 AH / 1334 AD, he took over the Sultanate in 748 AH / 1347 AD, he was a boy
thirteen years old at that time. He was inexperienced, unable to confront senior princes, so the two
princes Bibgaros and his brother, Manjk al-Nasiri, took over the reins of the state. He was deposed
from the sultanate in 752 AH / 1351 AD, then returned to it for the second time in 755 AH / 1354 AD.
Ibn Habib, Tadhkirat al-Nabih, vol.3, p. 102.
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(51) Ibn Habib, Tadhkirat al-Nabih, vol.3, p. 209; See: Atta, Economic Crises, p. 113.

(52) Istimar: plural is Istimarat, a Persian word meaning the official paper on which every amount
approved for disbursement is proven, such as salaries for all state employees in all its layers, and it is
still used today, meaning the state budget. Al-Bagali, Definition, p. 30.

(53) Atta, Economic Crises, p. 116.

(54) HawaijKhana: The House of Hawaij, which is an authority in the hands of the Minister, from
which meat, spices and grains of the Royal Kitchen, salaries of state employees, fuel oils, and other
items are spent, and it is one of the widest exchange areas in the state. Al-Bagali, Definition, p. 112.
(55) Behavior, Part 2, p. 665; Atta, Economic Crises, p. 116.
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