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Abstract:

In its presentation of the city, this study relies on the novel "The Wind of the South” by Abd al-
Hamid Ibn Hadouga, as it is the first Algerian experience written in the Arabic language. Its events
take place in two different spaces, constructive, thought and philosophy of life. This is according to
three axes; The first: the presence of the city in the modern Arabic novel. the second: the duality of
the countryside and the city in The South Wind, and finally: the transformations of meaning in The
South Wind; The latter is divided into two parts: A- The countryside, from shelter to exile. B-The
city and the obsession with freedom.

The apparent difference between the two spaces (the countryside/the city) led to the need to trace
the transformations of meaning resulting from the intellectual, civilizational and cognitive difference
within a coherent binary that the novelist recounts in a way that reveals the influence of the city in
building the personality as a space of science, freedom and intellectual openness, on the one hand,
and how the countryside transforms For the character from shelter to exile as a space of ignorance,
isolation and poverty.

Keywords: The city. The countryside. meaning shifts. the novel. modernity.
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