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Abstract: The article is devoted to a comprehensive study of information about the embassies and trade relations of
the Turkestan Governor General with Kashgar, which are stored in the historical fund of the National Archives of
Uzbekistan, the report of the trusted trading house of the Bikovskys, Vasily Nikitin, on his movement with a caravan
through the Kokand Khanate and the Terek-Davan pass to Kashgar and about a trip from there through Yarkand to
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about prices and varieties of goods of foreign and Russian factories.
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Introduction

East Turkestan has always attracted the attention of major powers because of its importance as an important
area on the Great Silk Road, which connects East and West. In this regard, from the earliest days of the
establishment of the Governor-General of Turkestan in the Russian-occupied territories of Central Asia, the state
sought to establish embassy and trade relations with major cities of East Turkestan, including Kashgar. Some
important information on the history of diplomatic and trade relations is stored in the funds of the National Archives
of Uzbekistan. Among the documents of the historical funds of the National Archives of Uzbekistan are a collection
of correspondence on embassy relations with Kashgar. In particular, they include correspondence from embassies
that came to Tashkent from Kashgar in the 1970s or were sent from Tashkent to Kashgar.

The main findings and results

Among the archival documents is the Kashgar embassy of Yakubkhan, which in 1875 sent goods from
Odessa to Kashgar via Tashkent [1], Yakubkhan’s letter to the Kashgar embassy, which arrived in Tashkent this
year, regarding his travel expenses from Tashkent to Khojand and from there to Kokand [2], information about the
return of Vasily Nikitin, the trustee of the Bikovsky Brothers Trade House, in 1875 with a trade caravan through the
Kokand Khanate and Terek-Davan to Kashgar, and from there to Yorkend and Khotan [4], Embassy of the
Governor-General of Turkestan in Tashkent in 1876 [3], correspondence on the financial support of the Kashgar
embassy in Tashkent in 1877 contains valuable information.

It should be noted that the costs associated with the arrival and departure of ambassadors, the instructions
on providing them with a place to meet and spend the night, show how much respect was paid to ambassadors and
business representatives at that time.

It is noteworthy that in 1875 Vasily Nikitin, a trustee of the Bikovsky Brothers’ Trade House, returned to
Kashgar via Kokand Khanate and Terek-Davan with a trade caravan and from there to Yorkend and Khotan [4]. The
information provided in this trader’s report on political, socio-economic, and especially ethnic data in the countries
where he is located, including ethnicity, population, trade relations, national economic traditions, etc., is a valuable
resource for us. Counselor Weinberg’s notice Ne 251 of November 27, 1875, accompanied by a trade convoy of
Vasily Nikitin, the trustee of the Brothers Bikovsky Trading House, to Kashgar via the Kokand Khanate and the
Terek Pass, from there he sent a report of his return to Yorkend and Khotan, and in a letter to the merchant, Vasily
Nikitin, the first time that the Governor-General of Turkestan had sent his trade caravan to Khotan, thus offering to
reward him for his successful and conscientious performance of the task of paving the way for Russian trade in the
remote and unknown parts of East Turkestan [4]. In a letter dated November 21, 1875, addressed to Arkady
Arkadevich Weinberg, an adviser to Vasily Nikitin of Moscow, a trustee of the Bikovsky Trading House, in
accordance with the instructions given to him in March 1875 to return from Tashkent to Kashgar by caravan through
the Kokand Khanate, Yakubbek, in particular, he got acquainted with the population of Kashgar, Khotan and other
places, famous people of the region, the state of foreign trade relations and collected information on the economy
[4].

According to a letter from Vasily Nikitevich Nikitin, a trustee of the “With E. Bikovsky Sons” trade firm,
to Lieutenant General Gerasim Alekseevich Kolpakovsky, acting Governor-General of Turkestan, he left Osh for
Kashgar on March 10, 1875. According to Vasily Nikitevich Nikitin, the Sartar tribe of the Kyrgyz lived
nomadically near the Terek Pass in the place called Terek Guard, the last frontier of the Kokand Khanate [4]. The
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Sartar Kyrgyz tribe was recognized as arbitrary and disobedient to the Kokand khan. Vasily Nikitin set off from Osh
to Kashgar in a caravan of 60 horses loaded with 9 pounds of goods per horse [4].

During this period there were two caravan routes connecting Kokand with Kashgar. One is through the
Terek Pass, the other is through the Alai Road. On March 30, 1875, V. Nikitin reached Kashgar, which belonged to
Bodavlat Yakubbek, by the caravan route of the Terek Pass, which passes through the Terek mountain ranges. This
road was convenient for walking once a year. Since the snow in the mountains has not yet melted from mid-
February to April 1, it is stated that if the caravan goes to Kashgar at this time of year, or from Kashgar to Osh, it
will achieve its goal without loss. Therefore, the Khan of Kokand and the ruler of Kashgar allowed his merchants to
travel this route once a year with their goods. The second road to Kashgar was called the Alai Road. The Alai road
was a road that passed through the upper part of the mountain ranges and was convenient for walking on the 1st of
May. At this time, the snow on the tops of the mountains had melted, transportation was more convenient, pastures
for cattle were full of suckling, and the Kyrgyz of the Kokand Khanate lived here [4]. They move to the woods on
the first caravan road for the winter at the beginning of winter, and live there until the Alai road opens, until
summer.

It should be noted that the Terek Pass has served as a kind of bridge between China and Central Asia
[5.65].

According to Nikitin, the caravan traveled from Osh to Kashgar through the Terek Pass for 17 days from
March 12 to March 30. The 1st address you came across on the way out of Osh was called Madi (Modu). Here is the
Kokand guard, this distance is 11.5 tash (Tash - 1 stone corresponds to 8 versts. 1 verst - 1.0668 km (This distance
unit was used to determine the distance between settlements), the road is completely flat and sandy, the water is
good, drinking.

Location 2 Kalavankul, 3 tash long, the road is mountainous and rocky.

Location 3 Qoplonbek 3 tash, the road is the same mountainous and rocky, the water is saltier.

Location 4 Gulja comes with 2.5 tash, the road is dirt, it goes up the hill and the descent is also dirt.

Location 5 The castle is 2.5 tash, the road is completely rocky, there are several crossings, the water is
crossed by bridges, before crossing these bridges, it is necessary to inspect the horses and carts.

Address 6 is the Sufi or Muslim Guard, the last border of the Kokand Khanate, from where the road is
divided into two branches: one to the left, the Terek road, the other to the right, the Alai road. Those who go by the
TereByk road have to hire Kyrgyz who migrate here to prepare firewood. The terrace road rises towards the pass.

Address 7 is Zira, near to 2 tash. They crossed the mountains and crossed to the back of the mountain, even
though there was ice in the mountains and the horses fell.

Address 8 Big Kunocho, distance near to 2 tash, the road is rocky, there is not much snow, carriers of goods
should check the hooves and saddles of horses. The road crossed the mountain, there is a high risk of avalanches, in
such places 3-4 rows of felt were put and horses were carried over it.

Location 9 is Blue Water, a very large valley, rich in food for horses. The Kyrgyz here said it belonged to
Yakubbek.

Location 10 is Ikizay, 2 tash left, Kokand-Kashgar road is rich in wood, water and food.

Location 11 Zigin 4 tash, good water, rich in fodder.

Address 12 passes near the first Kashgar guard, where the road splits into two: Alai and Terek. It was here
that V. Nitikin and his goods were inspected, and the number of horses, people, and Russians loaded with goods was
asked.

Location 13 is Uksalur, the road is smooth. Uksalur was home to a bey, a zakat, and 400 Dungan soldiers.
After a request there, the 14th address, then the 15th address, passed to Minzyul. Here, 100 Kashgar soldiers were
on guard. From here they walked 5 stones on a rocky road to Kashgar.

V. Nikitin looked carefully at everything he encountered along the way. Writing about Kashgar, he said
that the city was surrounded by a high wall with three gates, and he was greeted by Mir Kasimboy Salikhodjaev, a
political official and merchant of Bodavlat Yakubbek. Mir Kasimboy Salikhodjaev has visited Tashkent several
times as part of the embassy. He went with him to Yorkend Palace and the Ilchi Saray. The Ilchi Saray is built of
baked brick and has all the amenities [4].

V. Nikitin was received by Yakubbek at his residence 8 versts from Kashgar (1 verst equals 1.0668 km, 8
versts equals 8,534 km). At Nikitin’s request, he was allowed to travel to Khotan and Yorkend and trade freely. He
went to Khotan with foreign traders Saip and London companies who were in Kashgar at that time. According to V.
Nikitin’s information about foreign goods, they have a variety of flowers and reddish, but fade when washed, green
tea, gauze (white bag), sugar, obakidandon, 350 single-barreled weapons and several pistols, a total of Goods worth
304,000 silver rubles were loaded on 650 horses [4]. Nikolai met a Kokand trader there, who said that despite the
quality of the goods, he bought goods for 30,000 chervon (Chervon is a Russian gold coin. Initially, this coin was
about 3.3-3.5 grams of gold). Regarding the prices of goods, 1 arsh of crimson chit (Arshin is an ancient unit of

length; size from 65.2 cm to 112 cm) is 2 % coins, green tea is 15 coins (1 coin is 15 copies), sugar is for 5 chervon.
Foreign traders in Kashgar reported that they could not sell these goods because of the high prices of these goods, as
they were the worst quality fabrics that would fade in the color of the chits. The Kokand people also did not buy the
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goods, so there are ugly reports of these French cheats in the Kashgar markets. That’s why they can’t buy such low-
quality fences, and Russian fences buy them because they’re cheap, cheap, he says [4]. It is obvious that Yakubbek
did not want to buy low-quality and expensive goods from distant lands. According to Nikitin, Afghan traders took
samples of necessary goods and Russian manufactured goods from here last year, but wrote that they were still
unaware of them because the road was not good. Last year, Afghan ambassadors toured all the towns and villages in
Yakubbek province and drew a topographic map of places along the way. They turned to Karatak to see if there was
another way from Afghanistan to Khotan. However, unable to determine anything, he returned via Yorkend via the
previous Tibetan route.

Information on foreign traders trading in Yorkend markets, in particular London trading companies and
their goods, is recognized [4]. Based on his evidence, it can be said that in the 1970s, foreign companies from
Afghanistan, Russia and Britain also operated in Yorkend.

V. Nikitin’s reports attract the attention of readers with their richness of statistical data. He reported that the
distance from Kashgar to Khotan was 39 stones, or 312 versts, and that the road was mostly sandy. In addition, the
gold deposits in Khotan, the extraction of 1,000 ingots worth 1,100,000 silver rubles a year, 1 min. ruble silk
weaving and the excavation of many precious stones testify to the fact that Khotan was extremely rich in
underground treasures. Among the statistics, the currency of Kashgar and its value are also noteworthy [4].

The bulk of the report is information on various Russian goods in the Kashgar market, in particular, fabrics,
fabrics colors, their quality, prices [4]. It was natural for the trader to highlight the trade relations with Russian
goods imported through the Kokand regions of the Kashgar market. Vasily Nikitin’s report highlights Russia’s
interest in establishing trade relations with Kashgar. Therefore, the information provided by Tretyakov, Konovalov,
Morozova, Ovsyannikova, Saltykov and Sheremetev, Shinkova and other factories about the goods, their quality and
price was intended to serve the development of future trade [4]. As we have seen, after the conquest of the Kokand
Khanate by the Russian state, it seems that Kashgar, which was part of it, also tried to establish Russian trade.

Conclusion
Thus, the historical funds of the National Archive of Uzbekistan play an important role as a valuable

database of the Governor-General of Turkestan on embassy and trade relations with Kashgar. However, in the

reports of Vasily Nikitin, which are kept in the archives, the information about the Kyrgyz tribes living in the

territories belonging to the Kokand Khanate and their number can be a solution to the problematic issues of

ethnographic nature. Information on trade relations with foreign goods in Kashgar, goods in the markets and their

types, prices are of particular importance in covering the issues of foreign economic relations. In particular, the

information on the variety of goods, colors of fabrics, their quality, prices, produced in Russian factories in the

Kashgar market, shows that at that time Russia studied Kashgar carefully and in detail, within the framework of its

interests.
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