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Abstract

National Education Policy 2020 aims at developing a vibrant knowledge society that will pave way
for emergence of new India as Vishwa Guru. It implies profound changes and advances in Indian
higher education to make it globally competent and socially relevant. There are various alterations
and innovations proposed through NEP 2020. This transformation will offer numerous opportunities
of empowering our higher education system to make it truly learner-centric and dynamic. The true
test lies in the effective implementation of this policy. There are various challenges in the effective
implementation of this policy. These challenges are not only economic as well as infrastructural, but
they are more prominently related to our commitment and efforts. This article discusses the
opportunities and challenges in the effective implementation of NEP 2020 with reference to higher
education.
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Prologue:

India finally had its new education policy on 29th July 2020. Ever since the independence of this
country, national education policies were implemented in 1968 and 1986 and now we have this new
education policy after 34 years. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 offers a holistic approach
to education based on the sound foundation of Indian knowledge system. This education policy has a
thoughtful integration of Indian traditional knowledge system and modern outlook towards education.
This education policy offers blending of theories and their actual implementation. It offers practical
approach towards education. This educational policy intends to promote development of skills and
competenciesamong the learners more prominently than ever before.

Due importance also has been accorded to other issues such as vocational education, research
and online and digital education to mention a few. It is a commendable and a very positive step
forward on the part of the government (Panditrao and Pandtirao, 2020). NEP 2020aims at
empowering the learner towards experiential learning to take the learner ahead from that conventional
approach of rote memorization in education. This policy is based on the development of a learner in a
holistic approach as Mahatma Gandhi signifiedit asthe development of ‘3H’ namely head, hand and
heart. Based on the pillars of “Accessibility, Equity, Quality, Affordability, Accountability”, NEP
aims at transforming India into a vibrant knowledge hub (Sudha Archarya, 2020). On the verge of one
year of implementation of this policy, we need to look at the opportunities and challenges that are
lying ahead in the effective implementation of this policy more prominently as the educational
activities in the field of higher education. We need to realize the possible challenges that are lying
ahead in front of us for the effective implementation of this policy.

Opportunities and Challenges in Higher Education:

NEP 2020 is unique in itself as it aims to transform Indian higher education and make it
globally competitive and locally worthwhile. It intends at empowering the learner for the global
competition of new millennium. There are various transformational changes that are proposed in
Indian higher education through this policy. These transformations do bring various openings for the
revolutionary transformation in Indian higher education. But at the same time there are various
challenges that are lying ahead for the stakeholders of this Indian Higher Education for the effective
implementation of this transformation.
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NEP 2020 strongly recommends multiple entry and multiple exit policy. It has offered a
dynamic structure of Indian higher education where the learner can enter the higher education and he/
she can take the exit from higher education at any point of time. This will enable the learner to get
benefited from the higher education as per his/ her choice, as per his/ her convenience and as per his/
her will. This will also offer him/ her the opportunity to utilize the higher education as per the market
demands of the contemporaryworld. But there are some distinctive challenges and question marks to
the effective implementation of this alteration. When we will be implementing this multiple entries
and multiple exit approach in our higher education, the parameters of certification need to be thought
of very rigorously. We need to you decide upon the knowledge base, set of skills and competencies
as well as attitudes that are related to every faculty, every discipline and every subject. When it comes
to the multiple entry and exit policy, teaching fraternity must come ahead to work upon analyzing and
synthesizing the learning outcomes for every course for every year in terms of Knowledge skills,
competencies and attitudes that will be socially relevant, marketwise beneficial for the learner. NEP
2020 offers the enormous opportunities of lifelong learner for the learner of higher education. This
multiple entries and multiple exit policy enables the learner to use various opportunities of
learning across various disciplines blending various courses as per his requirement or interest.
Therefore, the onus lies on the curriculum developers to work upon such curricula that will be useful,
feasible and relevant for the learner across any discipline any faculty. For instance, if a learner from
Medical Sciences is willing to take a subject from commerce faculty such as e-banking then we need
to develop the curriculum of commerce subject in such a way that it will be offering vital knowledge
and skill base for the learner of Medical Sciences also. There comes the necessity of harmony among
the learning outcomes with relevance to the needs of the learner who wishes to exit and the lerner who
wishes to continue.

NEP 2020 emphasizes interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary approach in
higher education. Therefore, the challenge is to bring that holistic approach among all the subjects
across all the disciplines. We need to develop the curricula in such a way that the interdisciplinarity
multidisciplinarity and transdisciplinarityis promoted. However, at the same time we need to ensure
that the basic core of faculty and subjects is not compromised upon. The curriculum development
should be done reckoning the global competition, market demands, futuristic vision and local
aspirations as well. We need such curricula which will be aiming from local to global. We need to
ensure that our curricula will be promoting sustainable development. Consequently, it is the
challenge ahead of the curriculum developers and the teaching fraternity to develop such curriculum
and ensure its effective transaction.

We are aiming at modernity combined with Indian tradition. Hence that is also a great
challenge lying ahead to ensure that our roots are strengthened, but at the same time our wings are our
expanded through our higher education. Our education should focus on inculcating Indian values and
Indian identity among the learners. All at once, we must strive for empowering the learners as
knowledge creators of new India to make it a vibrant knowledge society. We can easily grasp that we
are miles behind the rest of the world when it comes to the knowledge creation in present times. We
can simply understand that India is a giant market for the world. India is a big knowledge user in
today's era, but we are lagging behind the majority of the world when it comes to the knowledge
creation. So it is the need of the hour for our higher education in particular to work upon the learner’s
mind set, knowledge, skillset, learner’s attitude to foster the thought process of the learner towards
knowledge creation.Our higher education needs to promote constructivist approach in our higher
education system through the effective implementation of NEP 2020. We need such an education
system and higher education system in particular which will promote experiential learning that will
provoke thinking, reflection, experimentation, innovation and creation in the institutional campus and
beyond institutional campus as well. That will need effective pedagogy, effectual learning material
and relevant evaluation system. So the efforts should focus on creating such learning environment that
will provide the opportunities to the learners for knowledge creation, knowledge sharing and
knowledge dissemination. We need to convert our classrooms into to the active learning centers of
modern world which will offer conducive learning environment. We need to you bring that vibrant
atmosphere in our education system where the learners are self-motivated and dedicated towards there
knowledge creation and knowledge implementation at the same time. Gone are the days when the
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conventional education of four walls and dictatorship of the teacher was of the prime significance.
Our higher education needs to work upon harnessing the learning abilities of the learners. It should
correspondingly offer the conducive learning environments for them through various learning
activities such as case studies, field visits, educational excursions, industry Academy interactions. So
developing such learning environment through organizing such relevant learning events will offer
opportunities as well as challenges for the teaching fraternity in higher education.

Our higher education needed to use modern technologies in higher education that will lead to
make effective learning atmosphere for the learners. However the challenge is that being a developing
country with more than 1.4 billion population,with so many issues to deal with, can we really fulfill
the demands of our education system to build to develop such infrastructure on large scale? Can we
offer sufficient adequate economic support to our education system and higher education in
particular? That is the great challenge ahead. The challenge is also there to reform our higher
education to be skill-based education. That needs to reform each and every aspect of our higher
education including the curriculum development, curriculum transaction as well as parameters of
evaluation.

The National education policy 2020 is truly a landmark in the history of our country as its
ambition is to develop our country as VishwaGuru through developing such a vibrant knowledge
society which will be globally competitive. We need to develop our education system based on the
learning needs of today and aspirations of tomorrow. Simultaneously we need to do not get diverted
from the focus of empowering the upcoming generation in the light of our tradition, values and
democratic foundation. That is going to be a daunting tas ahead to develop and develop and
implement such curricula and offers such learning experiences. We need to nurture our youth eyeing
the future demands. Youth empowerment should be at the crux of our all efforts in implementing this
policy. Henceforth the higher education should work more prominently towards promoting
entrepreneurship development, developing economic competence, social accountability, as well as
moral development and global exposure as well.

The effective implementation of this policy is only possible when the teachers of higher
education are self-motivated and committed towards it. No change is possible without dedicated
efforts of the teachers. Consequently, we must create such possibilities and provisions of teacher
empowerment regarding the effective implementation of this policy. Programs of academic
development should be a priority in higher education for coming times. The red tape culture that still
exists and hampers our higher education system should be abolished as early as possible. The
flexibility and efficiency of educational administration should be worked upon with precedence.
Creating learning ecosystems should be the priority for all the stakeholders of Higher Education.

The new education policy strongly recommends education through our Indian languages. It
demands the strong will of teaching fraternity and the society as well to build upon such knowledge
base for our higher education to implement this valuable revolution. All the developed countries have
their education system in their own languages. For that reason, if we wish to develop new India, if we
wish to build India as Vishwa Guru then we need to create the culture of knowledge creation,
knowledge sharing and knowledge dissemination in Indian languages. We gained our independence
decades ago, but we are still mentally caged in British education system due to prominence of English
as the sole medium of knowledge in our higher education. If we wish to throw out that slavery, then
we need to develop our knowledge base in our own languages. The teaching fraternity in higher
education should come ahead in that perspective to create knowledge base in our own languages
through the use of diverse modern technologies. This knowledge base should be open to all and
freely accessible to all. Such efforts and commitment isis truly a demanding thing for the
transformation of Indian Higher Education in the light of national education policy 2020.

Epilogue:

National Education Policy 2020 is truly a landmark in the history of Indian education that aims at
transforming the nation through transforming our education system. We can change our higher
education system for developing a vibrantlearning Society of of coming times only when we all can
collectively take efforts in that direction. There are massive opportunities offered through this policy,
but all together there are several challenges ahead. These challenges are not only economic,
infrastructural, but they are prominently related to our resolve and efforts. We need to have profound
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reflection, discussions,and efforts for the effective realization of this policy. We need committed and
collective efforts for the effective implementation of this policy in higher education.If we
wholeheartedly commit ourselves to take our higher education to the next level, then it will be the
dawn of building new India as Vishwa Guru.
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