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Abstract:Ho Chi Minh was a revolutionary leader, an outstanding cultural figure, and a great thinker of the
Vietnamese nation. He left us a noble political career, a massive and invaluable legacy of ideology and theory, and
became a cultural symbol of the nation. His every word, action, and action is directed toward the practical benefits
of people, towards the harmony between people, society, and nature, in which the protection of the ecological
environment is not out of the question. Ho Chi Minh's views on protecting the ecological environment are clearly
shown through his daily life, articles, speeches, movements, and advice to people and officials. Towards the end of
his life, in the instructions in the Will, Ho Chi Minh did not forget to mention the issue of protecting the ecological
environment. The article presents, analyzes, and clarifies the content of Ho Chi Minh's views on ecological
environment protection and the current status of ecological environment protection in Vietnam today.
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Introduction

Today, in the world, development models of green economy and circular economy are strongly promoted in
many countries. The challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, resource depletion, transboundary
water use, etc. are increasingly serious. In Vietnam, natural disasters, epidemics, climate change, sea-level rise, and
saline intrusion are increasing rapidly, with strong and unpredictable intensity, impacting socio-economic
development and protecting the environment.

For Vietnam, in the process of international integration, great achievements have been achieved in all fields,
creating many outstanding imprints; in which the economy grew continuously, becoming one of the fast-growing
economies; people's material and spiritual life is constantly being improved; health and health care quality is
enhanced; national defense and security have been consolidated and stabilized; External relations, international
integration are increasingly deepening and effective,... However, the process of socio-economic development has
revealed many shortcomings and created great pressure on the living environment. Environmental pollution
continues to become more and more complicated with many hot spots, the quality of the environment has declined
sharply in many places, and it is no longer able to receive waste, especially in concentrated areas focused on many
development activities; biodiversity and forest quality degrade to alarming levels, genetic resources are lost;
increased drought and saltwater intrusion; Environmental incidents occur a lot, causing serious consequences,
ecological security is threatened. These pressing environmental issues have become a major threat to Vietnam's
sustainable development goals. Therefore, the study of Ho Chi Minh's point of view on ecological environment
protection has theoretical and practical significance.

The following questions guided the development direction of the present study:

1.  What is the content of Ho Chi Minh's views on ecological environment protection?
2.  What is the current status of ecological environment protection in Vietnam?

3. How to apply Ho Chi Minh's point of view on ecological environment protection?
Material and Method

Purpose: From the presentation of Ho Chi Minh's point of view on ecological environment protection, the
article assesses the current status of ecological environment protection in Vietnam, thereby proposing solutions to
apply the views of Ho Chi Minh City on protecting the ecological environment in Vietnam in the near future

Methodology: The paper’s approach is based on worldview and the methodology of Marxist philosophy. At
the same time, the thesis uses a combination of research methods such as analysis and synthesis, induction and
deduction, comparison, and statistical methods. The article is approached from the perspective of cultural
philosophy and value studies.

Results and Discussion
The content of ecological environmental protection from Ho Chi Minh's point of view

Ho Chi Minh's teachings on ecological sanitation are simple and easy to understand. When he called on the

entire population to participate in the eradication of flies, he said: “Flies are allies of the exploiting class. It causes
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many diseases and makes our people sick. When people are sick, their working capacity is reduced, and economic
and cultural development is limited. Therefore, we must make every effort to destroy the evil enemies of flies and
mosquitoes, to destroy diseases and protect people's health” (Minh, 2011, vol.5, p.487). Ho Chi Minh pointed out
the organic relationship between labor, hygiene, and health: “Make people understand that you must maintain your
health if you want to do good production. If you want to stay healthy, you must eat clean, drink clean, wear clean
clothes, stay clean” (Minh, 2011, vol.13, p. 105-106) and he pointed out that the cause of some common diseases is
eating and living lack of hygiene: “Here people still have malaria, children often have trachoma and big belly. Why?
Because I don't know how to keep it clean. Do compatriots want to have the health to produce? Do you want your
children to not have trachoma? Not this big belly? To do that, you must maintain hygiene, eat clean, have a clean
house, and a clean garden...”. Ho Chi Minh paid great attention to raising people's awareness of the environment: "It
is necessary to propagate practically and widely among the people... to make the people understand clearly: to
maintain hygiene, to eat food. clean, drink clean, wear clean, stay clean to be healthy; The stronger the health, the
faster the production labor” (Minh, 2011, vol.10, p. 321). He also paid special attention to hygiene education for
teenagers and children. One of the five things Uncle Ho taught young children was "to maintain good hygiene"
(Letter to Children and Children in 1961 and supplemented content in 1965).

For Ho Chi Minh, to improve the ecological environment, trees must be planted, "for the sake of ten years,
trees must be planted". People believe that planting trees is not just a simple agroforestry job, but taking the planting
and protection of trees as a lever for environmental protection activities, educating labor ethics, especially raising
awareness of people's responsibility in protecting the ecological environment. Therefore, right from the early days at
the Viet Bac base, on the arduous journeys of resistance, Ho Chi Minh's residence was often simple with paintings,
bamboo, leaves, cork, forest trees... and more a piece of land to increase vegetable cultivation. In the harsh
circumstances of the war, he still advocated the protection of the forest and relied on the natural terrain to build a
secret base to serve the long-term resistance war. Mr. Hoang HuuKhang, who protected Uncle from 1941 to 1951,
said that during his years in the war zone when looking for a place to build a house for Ho Chi Minh, who always
advised cadres to choose places to live that would ensure the following criteria: Mountains, rivers below, the land
we plant, and beaches we enjoy” (Ho Chi Minh Museum, 2006, p.302. Arriving at the new location, he and his staff
immediately began to hoe the land and plant trees just for storage to improve life, just to integrate into nature.

At the 1963 Mountain Propaganda Conference, Ho Chi Minh kindly reminded: “The ladies and gentlemen
need to pay close attention to forest protection. If we let the people destroy a little, the farm a little, the construction
site a little, even the geological exploration team destroy a little, it will be very harmful. Deforestation is easy, but
rebuilding it takes decades. This much deforestation will affect the climate, production, and life a lot” (Minh, 2011,
vol.14, p. 165). In a letter to the Congress of Cooperatives and advanced production teams in mountainous and
midland areas, Ho Chi Minh reminded: “Every cooperative must have a plan to plant forests and actively protect
forests. If the forest is exhausted, there will be no wood left and no water source, the upland fields will lose their
color, causing floods and droughts. Therefore, the mountainous and midland people and the lowland people who
come to participate in and develop the economy here must protect the forest like protecting their own homes” (Minh,
2011, vol.14, p.168 -169).

Responding to Ho Chi Minh's call to plant trees, protect trees, and contribute to environmental protection,
people from all walks of life actively participated and formed a far-reaching movement. After 5 years (1960-1965),
the whole North had planted more than 575 million trees of all kinds, of which more than 200 million were planted
along the coast to protect dykes. At the same time, there appeared many individuals and collectives typical of the
tree-planting movement such as Lac Trung, Ngoc Long, VinhQuang cooperatives; VinhPhuc, PhuTho, Thai Binh,
ThanhHoa, Nghe An provinces... the movement gradually spread widely and brought many practical meanings to
people's lives... To timely encourage, encouraging individuals and groups with achievements in the tree-planting
movement, when reading central and local newspapers, seeing articles about good examples, good deeds, about
planting trees, Uncle awarding his badge to individuals with outstanding tree-planting achievements.

In the Will left before he left, one of the important contents that Uncle Ho told the whole Party and people
was the ecological environment issue, Ho Chi Minh wrote: "After I passed away, Ho Chi Minh wrote: should not
organize large funerals, so as not to waste people's time and money.

I asked that my body be burned, that is, "cremated". I hope that the "cremation" method will be popular in the
future. Because of that, people who live well in terms of hygiene, do not wasteland. When we have more electricity,
the “electric burial” is better.
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The ashes are divided into 3 parts and put in 3 crockery boxes. A box for the North. One box for Central. One
box for the SouthPeople in each region should choose a hill to bury the ash box. On the grave, there should be no
bronze statues but should build a simple, spacious, sure, cool house, so that those who visit have a place to rest.

There should be a plan to plant trees on and around the hill. Those who visit, plant some trees as souvenirs. In
the long run, many trees will become a forest, which will be good for the landscape and beneficial for agriculture”
(Minh, 2011, vol. 15, p. 615).

Current status of environmental protection in Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh's views on protecting the environment and ecology have left us valuable lessons, especially in
the current context when humanity is facing many pressing environmental problems. To implement Ho Chi Minh's
teaching on ecological environment protection, the Communist Party of Vietnam stated: "Incorporating the content
of environmental protection into strategies, master plans and plans for the development of industries and fields,
regions and investment programs and projects. New construction projects and constructions are required to strictly
comply with environmental protection regulations. Effectively and economically managing and exploiting natural
resources, ensuring ecological balance. Focus on developing a green and environmentally friendly economy; step by
step develop clean energy, clean production, and clean consumption. Actively research, evaluate and forecast the
impact of climate change on our country; effectively implement the national target program on responding to
climate change; actively participate in and coordinate with the international community to limit the negative impacts
of climate change and protect the earth's climate system..." (Communist Party of Vietnam, 2011, p.221-222) and got
the following results:

Firstly, in the face of increasingly serious environmental pollution and climate change that has become a
global problem, United Nations General Assembly Resolution 2997 (December 1972) decided to establish UNEP.
(United Nations Environment Program) and every year 5-6 is World Environment Day. Since its establishment,
UNEP has worked actively, together with the international community, to reach many important agreements on
environmental protection. These can be mentioned as the Convention on Biological Diversity (May 1993) whose
main objective is to conserve biodiversity, sustainably use its components, and share fairly and equitably the
benefits derived from the use of biological resources; The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (November 1994) has the objective of stabilizing greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at levels
that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the system climate; The Kyoto Protocol (September
2002) obliges the participating countries to commit to the achievement of defined greenhouse gas emissions targets
for each country; or the Vienna Convention on the Protection of the Ozone Layer (1994);... In general, those
international documents affirm the importance of environmental protection and require participating countries to be
more responsible in their activities of environmental protection action. Vietnam has signed up to most of the
international legal documents on environmental protection, such as the Convention on Biological Diversity;
Heritage Convention; Ramsar Convention; MARPOL, SOLAS, COLREG Conventions... Especially on June 23,
1994, Vietnam signed the 1982 Law of the Sea Convention.

The Party and the State of Vietnam always comply with international regulations on environmental issues and
are well aware of the importance of environmental protection in the cause of national construction and development.
Up to now, the State has promulgated the Law on Environmental Protection twice in 2005 and 2014 along with
several Decrees on penalties for violations in the field of environmental protection such as Decree 179/2013/ND-CP,
Decree No. Decree 18/2015/ND-CP... The Law on Environmental Protection of Vietnam (2005) has reserved four
articles on marine environmental protection (from 55 to 58). To concretize the provisions of the Law on
Environmental Protection, on March 6, 2009, the Government issued Decree No. 25/2009/ND-CP on general
management of natural resources and protection of the marine and marine environment, island...

Secondly, the exploitation and use of natural resources are increasingly economical and reasonable. Vietnam
has conducted a baseline survey to assess the potential and reserves of natural resources. Stricter control
overexploitation of natural resources, and limit the export of raw minerals. Increase investment in renewable energy
development to make economic growth gradually reduce dependence on the exploitation of natural resources. The
system of legal regulations for the protection of the environment and natural resources has been supplemented and
completed, especially land and minerals. The work of inspection, examination, and handling of violations of the law
on environmental protection has been enhanced. The localities have paid attention to directing and promoting
environmental protection to serve the goal of sustainable development. The 13th Party Congress assessed: “The
management of natural resources and the protection of the environment has made many remarkable changes”
(Communist Party of Vietnam, 2021, vol. 2, p.49).
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Thirdly, there have been many positive changes in forest protection, afforestation, and biodiversity
conservation. “Nature conservation, biodiversity, forest protection, and development have received more attention”
(Communist Party of Vietnam, 2021, vol. 2, p.50). Our Party has made great efforts to lead and direct the work of
biodiversity conservation. Many guidelines and policies to strengthen the effective management of this valuable
resource have been promulgated and widely propagated among state management agencies, organizations, and
people.

Fourthly, Vietnam is a developing country with low greenhouse gas emissions compared to the world
average, but it is one of the countries most affected by climate change climate. Therefore, our country has
"proactively respond to climate change, ready to prevent and combat natural disasters in a timely and effective
manner" (Communist Party of Vietnam, 2021, vol. 2, p.49), actively developing Develop a program to update
disaster risk zoning, create disaster warning maps, especially natural disasters related to storms, sea-level rise, flash
floods, landslides, droughts, saline intrusion. Implement the target program to respond to environmental protection
and green growth, and actively commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Focus on building sustainable
development programs to adapt to climate change in regions, such as the Mekong Delta. “Several environmental
targets have been met and exceeded. The proportion of urban people provided with clean water through the
centralized water supply system by 2020 will reach about 90%, and the rate of rural people using hygienic drinking
water is estimated at 90.2%, a sharp increase compared to 2015 (86.2%). The percentage of industrial parks and
export processing zones in operation with a centralized wastewater treatment system meeting environmental
standards by 2020 is 90%. The forest coverage rate by 2020 is about 42%, reaching the planned target” (Communist
Party of Vietnam, 2021, vol. 2, p.50-51). These are encouraging results in environmental protection, contributing to
the realization of the sustainable development goals in our country today.

However, at present, Vietnam as well as other countries in the world are facing many challenges in
environmental protection, that is deforestation is happening seriously, forest cover is decreasing day by day;
environmental pollution in urban areas, industrial zones, and craft villages are increasing; rapid population growth
also puts pressure on the ecosystem in general; The import of outdated technology threatens to turn our country into
a dumping ground for low-quality and environmentally unfriendly goods imported from other countries. Many
industrial zones with hundreds and thousands of factories are discharging production waste directly into the
environment, polluting water sources and land. Cutting, deforestation, illegal timber trade, exploitation of resources
and minerals are taking place more and more sophisticatedly throughout the forests, causing many serious
consequences such as increasing the earth's temperature, leading to floods, landslides... Along with that is that
mankind is facing serious challenges of diseases, energy crisis... That has affected the production, life, and economic
growth economic situation of countries, which no individual country can solve on its own without cooperation and
coordination. Therefore, it is required that each person has a deeper understanding of the meaning of protecting,
preserving, and improving the quality of the ecological environment.

Solutions to apply Ho Chi Minh's point of view on ecological environment protection

First of all, Party committees at all levels need to thoroughly grasp the contents of the Resolution into practice
so that the Resolution can come into life; It is necessary to pay close attention and promulgate the right guidelines
and policies to promptly solve the weak and inadequate issues in the field of the environment; continue to
supplement and perfect guidelines and policies on environmental protection.

Second, state agencies need to quickly apply guidelines and policies on environmental protection of the Party
and State to specific socio-economic goals; integrate environmental protection objectives into socio-economic
development programs. The National Assembly needs to focus on perfecting the legal system in the environment
and setting strict sanctions. The Government needs to have a policy on rational exploitation and use of natural
resources, avoiding loss, waste, and environmental pollution. Administrative agencies at all levels need to closely
monitor and manage environmental protection activities; resolutely and promptly penalize acts that cause
environmental pollution to deter and prevent recurrences.

Third, each citizen needs to raise awareness of environmental protection, especially in abiding by the
guidelines and policies of the Party and laws of the State. Each organization, individual, and enterprise needs to
promote a spirit of self-discipline and high awareness of environmental protection, not for immediate benefits but to
affect the environment. Cadres and party members need to be exemplary in observing and performing well in
environmental protection for the masses to follow. The Fatherland Front and socio-political organizations need to
further promote propaganda and mobilization so that the masses understand and strictly abide by the Party's
guidelines and the State's laws on environmental protection. school.
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Fourth, perfect the legal system to protect the environment for sustainable development. There are many legal
documents on environmental protection in our country, but they are not synchronized, inconsistent, overlapping, and
contradictory, especially between the Law on Environmental Protection, the Law on Land, and the Law on Minerals
property and the Law on Biodiversity. Therefore, it is necessary to continue to perfect the legal system in a
synchronous and unified manner. At the same time, speed up the completion of institutions, mechanisms, policies,
strategies, master plans, and plans on the management and use of natural resources and the national database system
on mineral resources, land, water, forest, sea, biodiversity, pollution, and environmental degradation. Develop
roadmaps, mechanisms, policies, and laws to form and operate the circular economy model.

Fifth, focus on overcoming and improving environmental pollution in urban areas, industrial clusters, craft
villages, etc. Take measures to protect and improve the quality of the air environment and limit pollution noise,
especially in big cities. Concentrate on wastewater treatment in urban areas and industrial zones, and waste
treatment in rural areas. Promote recycling, use, production, and recovery of energy from waste associated with
forming a continuous and continuous production chain. Well, control the environmental impact of resource
exploitation projects. Comply with the principle that the object causing environmental pollution must pay the costs
of treatment, remedial consequences, renovation, and restoration of the environment; the beneficiaries of natural
resources and the environment are obliged to contribute to reinvest in environmental protection. Strengthen control
of resource extraction activities, industries, and businesses that rely heavily on resources and sources of greenhouse
gas emissions.

Sixth, to effectively implement the sustainable development goals under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development of the United Nations, that is, to maintain sustainable economic growth while making progress, social
justice, and environmental protection. To successfully implement this program, it is necessary to perfect the
institutional system for sustainable development and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of state management
on national sustainable development. At the same time, mobilize the participation of all ministries, branches, and
agencies from central to local levels, especially press agencies, socio-political organizations, the business
community, and all people participating in the implementation of sustainable development goals.

Conclusion

As society develops, the protection of the ecological environment becomes more and more urgent and
practical in the context that the industrial revolution is having a strong impact on all areas of social life. Ho Chi
Minh is not only an Asian prophet who foretells the liberation of oppressed and exploited peoples, he also sees and
instructs the next generation to do the things that need to be done necessary to build a more prosperous and civilized
country. His example of living a simple life, being close to nature, and his progressive thought and philosophy on
protecting the landscape, ecological environment, and natural resources for sustainable development have become a
guideline for right action for generations today and forever to come.

The success of the renovation cause under the leadership of the Party has proved that the Party's line of
national construction and development is correct and consistent with the development laws of our country. We
believe that when the entire Party and people join hands to contribute, the policy on environmental protection will
quickly come to life; environmental pollution will be gradually overcome. The living environment will be
increasingly improved, and people's lives will be better. Our country will quickly complete the goal of developing a
green and sustainable economy.
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