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ABSTRACT

Oxygen, fresh water, trees, and biomass all fit the bill as examples of renewable resources. However,
if they are utilized faster than the ecosystem can regenerate them, they will become non-renewable
resources. This research looked at how much West Bengal State secondary school students
understand the importance of conservation. One hundred and twenty respondents were given pre-
tested, semi-structured questionnaires to fill out in order to gather information. In order to provide a
concise overview of the information, descriptive statistics like frequency counts and percentages were
employed. According to the data, over ninety-percent of respondents are aware of conservation, and
about seventy-two percent are aware of the existence of a forest reserve. Newspapers (72.3%), TV
news (71.0%), and radio (65.5%) are the primary means through which news is disseminated.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Currently, natural resource conservation is widely accepted as part of the larger objective of rescuing
the real earth by protecting its capacity for self-recharging. Nonrenewable assets, such as oil and coal
(see energy, sources of) and other minerals of enormous importance, present particularly complicated
difficulties. Current thinking also favors protecting entire ecological regions by constructing
"biosphere holds."
Given that they provide us with the means to sustain our daily lives, protecting our natural resources
is a top priority. They are already in a limiting situation, so we feel the need to rein this down a bit.
We shall be in dire straits for food and shelter if these resources are mismanaged and damaged. We
may both injure others and be wounded ourselves. Since the rain that falls on mountains but isn't
absorbed by trees is a potential threat to the people who live on the mountainside when illegal
lumberjacks cut down trees nonstop. The rapid increase in the world's population over the past two or
three decades has put a significant strain on our natural resources, leading to widespread misuse. The
idea that we should base our expectations for basic conveniences on what is actually feasible is
crucial. The elimination of waste of any kind is a top priority for us. We need people to realize that
our natural resources are finite and that over use is bad for the future generations. Keep in mind that
the generations to come will also need access to our Natural Resources. We can all do our part to
preserve it by being mindful of how we use resources and recycling what we can. There are easy
methods to contribute to limiting the use of our normal resources. The "3R Concept"” consists of these
elements. Reducing, reusing, and recycling are the three R's of 3R. We'll recycle our used paper goods
by giving them a new life as something else entirely made out of paper. This will allow us to reduce
the number of trees that must be felled to produce new paper goods. Reusing materials thereby
reduces the need for raw resources extracted from our Natural Resources. Continued use of natural
resources risks a future with none. As a result, the following arguments highlight why protecting
natural resources is so critical. Examples of such requirements include:

e To maintain ecological balance for supporting life.

o To preserve different kinds of species (biodiversity).

o To make the resources available for present and future generations.

e To ensure survival of human race.
Il.  COSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND TRADITIONS OF INDIA
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Our forebears understood the need of protecting the planet's natural wonders, and in India, that
appreciation and preservation of the environment is part of the culture. Sacred groves and woods,
sacred pools and lakes, sacred creatures, and other natural resources like the river Ganges were
protected. The protection of our country's natural woods dates back to the reign of Lord Ashoka.
Sacred woods are special areas of woodland that indigenous people have consecrated to their gods and
ancestors. Human activities such as tree cutting, hunting and other interferences were banned in these
woods. Widespread in India, especially in the eastern, central, and peninsular regions, this method has
saved many species of flora and fauna. Khecheopalri Lake in Sikkim is only one of several bodies of
water that have been designated as holy by locals to ensure the survival of aquatic life. Some plants,
such as the banyan tree, the peepal tree, the tulsi plant, etc., have been protected and even encouraged
to spread around the world because they are worshipped. Numerous historical accounts exist of
individuals risking their lives to save trees.

One such example is the recent Chipko movement in India. Women in the hamlet of Gopeshwar,
Garhwal, in the Himalayas, initiated the initiative. When the lumberjacks came to chop the trees, they
hugged the trees to prevent them from being cut down. About 12,000 hectares of prime water
catchment land were spared. It's not just the west coast that people have been on the move.

i. METHODOLOGY

Study Area

The Paschim Mednipur district of West Bengal State was the site of this investigation.

Sampling procedure

For this survey, three (3) secondary schools in PaschimMednipur were chosen specifically for their
student populations. Fifty-five (55) students were chosen at random from each of the secondary
schools visited. They were all from the senior secondary schools (SSS) and were of varying genders
and grade levels. To achieve these ends, the questionnaire included sections on respondent profiles,
environmental awareness and attitudes, environmental knowledge, and local activities around the
forest preserve.
A semi-structured questionnaire was used to gather the necessary information. Descriptive statistics,
including frequency tables and percentages, were used to examine the study's data.

V. RESULTS

Demographic representation of the respondents
As can be seen in Table 1, the majority of responders (58.4%) were female, while just 41.6% were
male. While half of the respondents were between the ages of 16 and 20, the largest demographic (11-
15) was between the ages of 16 and 20. The data also shows that farming was the most common
profession for respondents' parents (48%), followed by civil servants (21%), dealers (10%),
technicians (8%) and others (8%).

Table 1: Demographic representation of the respondents

SEX Percentage
Male 41.6%
Female 58.4%
AGE

11-15 50%
16-20 50%
PARENT’S OCCUPATION

Farming 48%
Civil Servant 21%
Trading 12%
Technician 10%
Others 08%

Conservation Awareness and knowledge about the existence of forest

Table 2 displays the results of a survey asking respondents about their level of conservation
consciousness and whether or not they were aware of a nearby forest reserve. Eighty-eight percent of
respondents said they understood the concept of conservation, and 67 percent said they are aware of
the presence of a Forest Reserve in their area.

10106




International Journal of Early Childhood Special Education (INT-JECSE)
DOI:10.48047/intjecse/v14i2.1125 ISSN:1308-5581 Vol14, Issue02 2022

Table 2: Conservation Awareness and knowledge about the existence of forest reserve

Responses | Percent
Conservation awareness

Yes 88.6%
No 11.4%
Knowledge about the existence of forest reserve

Yes 67.2

No 32.8

Response of Respondents to knowledge about anti-conservation variables
Table 3 illustrates how respondents rated their level of awareness on anti-conservation characteristics.
Respondents ranked unlawful tree cutting as the most significant human activity affecting
conservation at 27.04%, followed closely by illegal hunting at 26.06%. However, human activities
that pose a danger to the protection of natural resources include farming (23.45%), bush burning
(13.36%), non-timber forest product exploitation (6.68%), and illegal grazing (3.26%).

Table 3: Response of Respondents to anti-conservation variables

Variables Percentage
Illegal hunting (poaching) 26.06%
Illegal felling of trees 27.04%
Farming practices 23.45%
Non-timber forest product harvesting 6.84%
Illegal grazing 3.26%
Bush burning 13.36%

*Multiple responses

Main sources of information about Conservation

Respondents' top choices for learning more about conservation are displayed in Table 4. Newspapers

(72.3%), TV news (71.0%), and radio (65.5%) are the primary sources of information about

conservation for the vast majority of respondents, while books (19.5%), movies (15%), and TV

documentaries (11.6%) are the primary sources of information about the environment for the vast

minority of respondents. However, just 7.5% of respondents get their material from print media like

magazines, brochures, etc., and 8.3% of respondents show no interest in environmental issues at all.
Table 4: Main sources of information about Conservation

Information sources Percent
Newspapers 72.3%
Magazines 15.8%
Television news 71.0%
The radio 65.5%
Films and documentaries on television 15.0%
Books 19.5%
The internet 11.6%
Publications/Brochures/Information and material 7.5%

I am not interested in environment 8.3%

Personal perception towards environmental conservation

In Table 5, we can see how respondents felt about various environmental issues. A big proportion of
respondents (85.0%) believe the environment is not in danger and there is nothing to worry about,
while the vast majority (90.8%) does not care about the environment. Additionally, 80% of
respondents stated that environmental conservation is time consuming and costly to achieve, while
81.7% believed that as long as other citizens do not care about the environment, their engagement in
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environmental conservation will have little influence. The majority of people (77.5%), nonetheless,
think that everyone has a right to exploit the planet's natural resources anyway they see fit.

Table 5: Personal perception towards environmental conservation

Questions YES NO
Percent Percent
I do not care about the environment. 90.8% 09.2%
Environmental conservation is time consuming, more costly, etc. 80.0% 20.0%
It does not have an impact as long as other citizens do not do the | 81.7% 18.3%
same.
I don’t believe the environment is in danger. 85.0% 15.0%
The environment belongs to me and | have right to use the | 77.5% 22.5%
resources in it as | like

V.

CONCLSUION

The results of this study indicate that secondary school students have a basic understanding of
Conservation and are aware of the presence of a forest reserve in their area; however, their attitudes
toward the conservation of natural resources and their views on harmful activities both inside and
outside the reserve are generally discouraging. Hence, it is suggested that a conservation club be set
up as one of the extracurricular activities available to students, and that all students be encouraged to
join. Similarly, children should be encouraged to go on organized field trips to protected places to
pique their interest in conservation, and conservation education should be incorporated into the
curriculum of senior secondary school.
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